UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
NORTH CAROLINA, STATESVILLE DIVISION

Christopher Teran Walker v. Patricia Blackburn, et al.

No. 5:26-cv-00051-KDB (W.D.N.C. Mar. 18, 2026) - No. 5:26-cv-00051-KDB - Decided March 19, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of North Carolina conducted an initial review
of Christopher Teran Walker’s prisoner civil rights complaint under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915(e) and 1915A.
The court dismissed the claims against Patricia Blackburn and dismissed the excessive-force claim

against Billy Ellis, but allowed Walker’s individual-capacity Eighth Amendment medical deliberate-

indifference claim against Ellis to proceed.
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Initial review of a pro se prisoner's complaint filed in forma pauperis
under 28 U.S.C. §8 1915(e) and 1915A.

Under 28 U.S.C. §8 1915(e)(2) and 1915A, the court reviews an in
forma pauperis prisoner's complaint and must dismiss claims that are
frivolous, malicious, fail to state a claim, or seek monetary relief from
an immune defendant. The court liberally construes a pro se complaint
but does not disregard a clear failure to allege facts supporting a

cognizable federal claim.

Unpublished district court memorandum of decision and order on

initial review; persuasive but not generally precedential.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint stated a claim under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 against Blackburn in her official capacity

for monetary damages.
2. Whether Walker's allegations stated an Eighth Amendment excessive-force claim against Ellis.

3. Whether Walker's allegations stated an Eighth Amendment medical deliberate-indifference claim against
Ellis.

4. Whether the complaint should survive initial review under 28 U.S.C. 8§ 1915(e) and 1915A.

HOLDINGS

1. A state official sued in her official capacity is not a person subject to a damages action under 42 U.S.C. §
1983, and the Eleventh Amendment independently bars monetary-damages claims against the State of
North Carolina and its agencies. Walker's official-capacity claim against Blackburn therefore failed

initial review and was dismissed.

2. The complaint did not state an Eighth Amendment excessive-force claim because Walker did not allege
circumstances showing that Ellis acted with a sufficiently culpable state of mind when he used pepper
spray.

3. Walker sufficiently stated an individual-capacity Eighth Amendment medical deliberate-indifference

claim against Ellis to pass initial review.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To establish an Eighth Amendment claim, an inmate must satisfy both an objective component—that the harm
inflicted was sufficiently serious—and a subjective component—that the prison official acted with a sufficiently
culpable state of mind.” (I111)

“The Court, therefore, will dismiss this claim against Defendant Ellis on initial review. The Court will,
however, allow Plaintiff’s medical deliberate indifference claim past initial review as not clearly frivolous.”
(1)

“IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that all claims asserted in this matter are hereby DISMISSED for failure to
state a claim, except for Plaintiff s individual capacity Eighth Amendment medical deliberate indifference

claim against Defendant Ellis, which passes initial review.” (IV)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Walker, a state prisoner with type 2 insulin-dependent diabetes, alleged that Billy Ellis pepper-sprayed him on
October 23, 2024, while Walker was experiencing elevated blood sugar and could not comply with commands.
Walker further alleged that Ellis failed to provide medical treatment after the pepper spraying and that, after
more than six hours without treatment, Walker lost all sight in his left eye. Walker sued Patricia Blackburn in her

official capacity and Ellis in both his individual and official capacities, seeking monetary relief.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Walker filed a complaint alleging that prison officials violated the Eighth Amendment through excessive force
and deliberate indifference to serious medical needs. The court conducted mandatory initial review, dismissed
the official-capacity claims against Blackburn and the excessive-force claim against Ellis, dismissed the
remaining claims, and allowed Walker's individual-capacity medical deliberate-indifference claim against Ellis

to proceed. The clerk was directed to initiate waiver-of-service procedures for Ellis.
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