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SUMMARY

The Eighth District Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction because the trial
court had not issued a final judgment or other appealable order. The appellee’s motion for

reconsideration of the appellant’s in forma pauperis status was denied as moot.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appellant filed an interlocutory appeal from purported verbal trial-

court rulings. The appellee moved to dismiss for lack of appellate
jurisdiction and separately moved for reconsideration of the order

allowing appellant to proceed in forma pauperis.
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jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal from purported verbal trial-court rulings

when the record contained neither a signed order nor a final judgment.

2. Whether appellee's motion for reconsideration of the order permitting appellant to proceed in forma
pauperis should be decided after dismissal of the appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. The court of appeals lacked jurisdiction because the record contained neither a final judgment nor an

appealable interlocutory order authorized by statute.

2. The motion for reconsideration of the order permitting appellant to proceed in forma pauperis was

denied as moot.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Appellate courts generally have jurisdiction over final judgments, and such interlocutory orders as the

legislature deems appealable.”

“Given the absence of a final judgment or appealable order in this case, Appellee’s motion to dismiss for lack
of jurisdiction is GRANTED.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court allegedly made verbal rulings on March 31, 2010, which appellant claimed involved the seizure
of property. No written order memorializing those rulings appeared in the clerk's record, and the record also
lacked a final judgment. Appellant nevertheless filed a notice of appeal on June 30, 2010.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal arose from proceedings in the 25th Judicial District Court of Guadalupe County, Texas, trial court
cause number 08-1872-CV. Appellant filed a notice of appeal on June 30, 2010, identifying verbal rulings
allegedly made on March 31, 2010, but the clerk's record contained neither a signed order referencing those
rulings nor a final judgment. The court of appeals dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction and denied the
motion for reconsideration as moot.
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