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SUMMARY

The Oklahoma Supreme Court dismissed the State's attempted appeal from a district court order
granting Clyde Powell habeas corpus relief and ordering his release from psychiatric confinement. The
majority held that Oklahoma law does not permit an appeal from an order granting or denying habeas
corpus, while dissenting opinions argued that modern Oklahoma procedural law makes habeas corpus
judgments appealable.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the State could appeal from a district court order granting a writ of habeas corpus and releasing
a person from confinement.

2. Whether the Oklahoma Supreme Court had appellate jurisdiction over the State's attempted appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. No appeal lies from an Oklahoma district court order granting habeas corpus and discharging a person
from restraint.

2. The district court's habeas corpus release order could not invoke the Oklahoma Supreme Court's
appellate jurisdiction, so the attempted appeal had to be dismissed for want of appellate jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because there is no appeal from an order granting habeas corpus, we dismiss it.” (237 P.3d at 780)

“The district court's order in habeas corpus releasing Mr. Powell is not capable of invoking our appellate
cognizance and we dismiss this appeal for want of appellate jurisdiction.” (237 P.3d at 781)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In 1990, Clyde Powell was committed to a psychiatric hospital after being found not guilty by reason of insanity
of murdering his mother. He was held at the Oklahoma Forensic Center, formerly Eastern State Hospital. The
District Court of Craig County granted Powell a writ of habeas corpus and ordered his release based on evidence
that he had become sane. The State sought appellate review of that release order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Powell had been committed by the District Court of Garfield County for psychiatric treatment after being found
not guilty by reason of insanity of murdering his mother. The District Court of Craig County granted habeas
corpus based on evidence that Powell was sane and ordered his release. The State appealed, but the Oklahoma
Supreme Court dismissed the appeal for lack of appellate jurisdiction.
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