UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

OHIO, EASTERN DIVISION

Alisha Z. v. Commissioner of Social Security

Alisha Z. - No. 2:25-cv-00396 - Decided December 15, 2025

SUMMARY

The court approved the parties’ joint stipulation awarding Plaintiff $4,389.00 in attorney fees under the

Equal Access to Justice Act. The decision explains that the award belongs to Plaintiff, may be offset

against qualifying pre-existing federal debt, and may be paid directly to counsel if no such debt exists.
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The parties jointly stipulated to an award of attorney fees under the

Equal Access to Justice Act and moved for entry of that award.
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1. Whether the court should accept the parties' joint stipulation and award Plaintiff $4,389.00 in attorney

fees under the Equal Access to Justice Act.

2. Whether payment of the EAJA award should be subject to verification and offset for any pre-existing
debt owed by Plaintiff to the United States.

HOLDINGS

1. The court accepted the parties' joint stipulation and ordered Defendant to pay Plaintiff $4,389.00 in
attorney fees under the EAJA, satisfying Plaintiff's claims for fees, costs, and expenses under 28 U.S.C.
§ 2412 in this case.

2. The EAJA award may be offset to satisfy any pre-existing debt Plaintiff owes the United States. If
counsel verify within thirty days that no such debt exists, Defendant must pay the award directly to
Plaintiff's counsel pursuant to any valid EAJA assignment signed by Plaintiff.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties agreed that Plaintiff should receive $4,389.00 in attorney fees in full satisfaction of her claims for
fees, costs, and expenses under 28 U.S.C. § 2412. The parties further agreed that the award belonged to Plaintiff,
could be offset against any pre-existing debt owed to the United States, and would be paid directly to Plaintiff's
attorney if no offset-eligible debt existed and a valid EAJA assignment had been signed.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The action was before the court on the parties' Joint Stipulation for an Award of Attorney's Fees under the EAJA.
The court accepted the stipulation, awarded $4,389.00 in fees, ordered verification of any pre-existing federal
debt subject to offset, and left the case terminated on the docket.
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