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SUMMARY

The court reversed and remanded the Commissioner of Social Security’s decision denying Sheila T.’s
application for Title II disability insurance benefits. The court held that the Administrative Law Judge
failed to properly consider the claimant’s fibromyalgia under Social Security Ruling 12-2p, including
the condition’s waxing and waning symptoms and related pain and fatigue limitations. The court did
not reach the claimant’s remaining arguments concerning the residual functional capacity assessment
and mental restrictions.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the ALJ erred in failing to consider Plaintiff's fibromyalgia diagnosis in accordance with SSR
12-2p

2. Whether the ALJ's residual functional capacity finding was supported by substantial evidence

3. Whether the ALJ failed to account for Plaintiff's mental restrictions

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ committed reversible error by failing to take into account the unique features of fibromyalgia in
evaluating Plaintiff's claim, running afoul of SSR 12-2p, requiring reversal and remand.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff Sheila T. filed for Title II disability and disability insurance benefits alleging onset date of March 31,
2016, due to physical impairments including asthma, scoliosis, degenerative disc disease, obesity, polyarthralgia,
osteoarthritis, and Sjogren's syndrome, as well as mental impairments. The ALJ found severe impairments but
determined Plaintiff retained residual functional capacity for light work and could perform past relevant work as
a bookkeeper. The ALJ did not list fibromyalgia as a severe impairment, and the court found the ALJ failed to
apply SSR 12-2p regarding evaluation of fibromyalgia.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff applied for disability insurance benefits; application denied initially and on reconsideration; ALJ
hearing held; ALJ found Plaintiff not disabled; Appeals Council denied review; Plaintiff sought judicial review
in district court.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand for further proceedings consistent with the court's opinion, specifically for the ALJ to properly apply
SSR 12-2p in evaluating Plaintiff's fibromyalgia.
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