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SUMMARY

The Tenth Court of Appeals denied the appellant’s motion to waive or set aside appellate filing fees,
explaining that indigent appellants may proceed without advance payment but remain liable for costs
if unsuccessful. The court ordered an inmate appellant to file documents required by Chapter 14 of the
Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code within 14 days and warned that failure to comply would
result in dismissal and a finding that the appeal was frivolous.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the court could waive or set aside appellate filing fees for an indigent appellant.

2. Whether an indigent inmate pursuing a civil appeal must comply with the filing requirements of Chapter
14 of the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code.

3. Whether the appellant should be ordered to file the required Chapter 14 documents and warned that
failure to do so could result in dismissal.

HOLDINGS

1. The court cannot set aside or waive payment of filing fees, although an indigent appellant may proceed
without advancing the costs.

2. The requirements of Chapter 14 of the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code apply when an indigent
inmate files a civil appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The ability to proceed without the advance payment of cost does not, however, mean that the costs are not
owed by an unsuccessful appellant.” (Page 1)

“Failure to timely file these additional documents will result in the dismissal of this appeal without further
notice and a finding that the appeal is frivolous.” (Page 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appellant was an indigent inmate pursuing a civil appeal. The appellant filed an affidavit of indigence and
sought to have the required filing fees set aside. The record before the appellate court also lacked the affidavit or
declaration concerning previous filings and the certified inmate-account statement required by Chapter 14.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appellant filed an affidavit of indigence and a motion to set aside required filing fees on October 26, 2015.
The Court of Appeals denied the motion, explained that indigent appellants may proceed without advance
payment but remain liable for costs if unsuccessful, and ordered the inmate-appellant to file documents required
by Chapter 14 within 14 days.
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