UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

Ashley Roberts v. Thomas Hanrahan, et al.

Roberts - No. 24-cv-2020 - Decided March 31, 2026

SUMMARY

The court grants in part the City of Chicago and Sergeant Thomas Hanrahan’s motion to dismiss

claims arising from police officers’ mistaken, warrantless entry and search of Ashley Roberts’s

apartment. The court dismisses state-law claims to the extent they were asserted against the City

Defendants, rejects theories of vicarious liability and respondeat superior against the City, dismisses

the City as a defendant, and dismisses the Fourth Amendment invasion-of-privacy claim as duplicative

of the unreasonable-search claim. The Fourth Amendment claim otherwise remains pending.
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Defendants City of Chicago and Sergeant Thomas Hanrahan moved
under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6) to dismiss portions of
Roberts's amended complaint. The court granted the partial motion to
dismiss, dismissed the City, dismissed claims to the extent they
asserted state-law claims against the City Defendants or vicarious
liability and respondeat superior against the City, and dismissed Count

IT as duplicative of Count I.

On a Rule 12(b)(6) motion, the court accepts well-pleaded factual
allegations as true, draws reasonable inferences in the plaintiff's favor,
and asks whether the complaint provides fair notice and states a

facially plausible claim.



PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unspecified district court memorandum opinion; no precedential

designation appears in the source.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the state-law claims in Counts III and IV could be maintained against the City Defendants.

2. Whether the City could be held liable under theories of vicarious liability or respondeat superior for the
officers' conduct.

3. Whether Count II, labeled an invasion-of-privacy claim under the Fourth Amendment, was duplicative
of Count I's Fourth Amendment unreasonable-search claim.
HOLDINGS

1. Counts IIT and IV were dismissed to the limited extent that they could be read to assert claims against

Sergeant Hanrahan or the other City Defendants.

2. The claims were dismissed to the extent they sought to impose vicarious liability or respondeat superior

liability on the City, and the City was dismissed from the case.

3. A claim alleging invasion of privacy under the Fourth Amendment was duplicative of a Fourth
Amendment unreasonable-search claim where both claims arose from the same police entry and search,
alleged the same injury, and required proof of essentially the same elements.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Claims that involve the same operative facts and same injury, and that require proof of essentially the same

elements, are duplicative as opposed to alternative.” (Analysis § II)

“The Fourth Amendment does not protect privacy writ large, but it does protect private abodes.” (Analysis §
1))

“Count II (the Fourth Amendment claim about an invasion of property) is dismissed as duplicative of Count I

(the Fourth Amendment claim). Count I otherwise remains pending.” (Conclusion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Chicago police officers responding to a trespassing report at 4838 West Van Buren Street mistakenly entered
Roberts's apartment at 4830 West Van Buren Street with guns drawn and conducted a search. Roberts alleged

that the officers forced entry, blocked her movement, and entered while she was insufficiently clothed and using



the bathroom. She sued the officers, the City of Chicago, Sergeant Hanrahan, Joseph Debela, and DSK LLC,

asserting Fourth Amendment and state-law claims.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Roberts initially filed suit pro se against the City of Chicago, Sergeant Hanrahan, unknown Chicago police
officers, Joseph Debela, and DSK LLC. After retaining counsel, she filed an amended complaint asserting Fourth
Amendment claims against the City Defendants and state-law claims against the Private Defendants. The City
and Hanrahan moved to dismiss portions of the amended complaint, and Roberts conceded or clarified several

points. The court granted the partial motion to dismiss while allowing Count I to remain pending.
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