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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court held that a district court may correct an erroneous ruling before final
judgment but abused its discretion by revisiting a prior order extending the deadline for designating a
medical-malpractice expert nearly four years later and excluding the expert shortly before trial. The
court vacated the court of appeals decision, reversed the district court judgment dismissing the action,
and remanded the case for trial.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court had authority to correct or reconsider an allegedly erroneous interlocutory
ruling before final judgment.

2. Whether the district court abused its discretion in finding good cause under Iowa Code section 668.11(2)
to extend Sondag's expert-designation deadline.

3. Whether the district court abused its discretion by revisiting the prior extension four years later,
excluding Sondag's expert, and dismissing the medical malpractice action shortly before trial.

HOLDINGS

1. A district court generally has authority to correct an erroneous prior ruling at any time before final
judgment, and the manner in which the alleged error is brought to the court's attention is immaterial.

2. The district court did not abuse its discretion in finding good cause under Iowa Code section 668.11(2)
for Sondag's failure to timely designate an expert and in extending the deadline.

3. The district court abused its discretion by treating the original expert-designation deadline as controlling
years after it had been extended, excluding the expert, and dismissing the action four days before trial.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Upon further review, we hold that (1) the district court had authority to correct an erroneous ruling any time
prior to final judgment, (2) the district court’s 2019 order was not an abuse of discretion, and (3) the district
court’s 2023 ruling was an abuse of discretion.” (4)

“In 2019, when the district court extended the expert designation deadline upon a finding of good cause, the
original deadline ceased to exist.” (9)

“Treating the earlier deadline as controlling years later—and excluding the expert on that basis—was an
abuse of discretion.” (9)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Dr. John Hoffman performed Jenna Sondag's hip surgery on February 13, 2017. Sondag filed suit on January 7,
2019, but her counsel failed to calendar the statutory expert-designation deadline because of docketing-software
errors, a lengthy trial in another case, and the hospitalization of one of the attorneys. The district court initially
found good cause, extended the deadline, and denied summary judgment; after the parties complied with the
revised schedule and prepared for trial, the court revisited its ruling four days before trial, excluded Sondag's
expert, and dismissed the case.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sondag filed a medical malpractice action and stipulated to an expert-designation deadline under Iowa Code
section 668.11. After the deadline passed, the district court found good cause for an extension and denied
defendants' summary judgment motion. Nearly four years later, shortly before trial, the district court



reconsidered that ruling, excluded Sondag's expert, and dismissed the action. The Iowa Court of Appeals
affirmed, and the Iowa Supreme Court granted further review.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand the case to the district court for trial; the district court must not exclude Sondag's expert on the basis of
the superseded original deadline.
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