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SUMMARY

The Kentucky Supreme Court held that KRS 159.070 does not grant Kentucky public school students
a statutory right to attend the public school nearest their homes. The court distinguished enrollment
from attendance, considered related compulsory-attendance provisions and the statute’s legislative
history, and concluded that student assignment is committed to the discretion of local school boards.
The court reversed the Court of Appeals and reinstated the Jefferson Circuit Court’s dismissal of the
complaint.
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WRITING FOR THE COURT Justice Abramson; Abramson; Cunningham; Minton; Noble; Schroder;
Scott; Venters

JURISDICTION Kentucky

DECIDED September 20, 2012

DISPOSITION reversed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Parents of Jefferson County schoolchildren sued the Jefferson County
Board of Education and the superintendent, alleging that KRS 159.070
gave their children a statutory right to attend the public school nearest
their homes. The Jefferson Circuit Court dismissed the complaint
under Kentucky Rule of Civil Procedure 12.02. The Court of Appeals
reversed, and the Supreme Court of Kentucky granted discretionary
review.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Statutory construction is reviewed de novo because it presents a
question of law. The dismissal under Kentucky Rule of Civil
Procedure 12.02 was reviewed for failure to state a claim.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published opinion of the Supreme Court of Kentucky; precedential.
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PRACTICE AREAS
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether KRS 159.070 grants Kentucky public schoolchildren a statutory right to attend the public
school nearest their homes.

2. Whether the terms "enroll" and "attend" in KRS 159.070 are synonymous.

3. Whether student assignment within a Kentucky school district is committed to the discretion of the local
board of education.

HOLDINGS

1. KRS 159.070 does not grant Kentucky public schoolchildren a statutory right to attend the public school
nearest their homes.

2. Assignment of pupils to schools within a district is a matter committed to the sound discretion of the
local board of education, subject to constitutional and statutory limits.

3. When statutory language is ambiguous, Kentucky courts may consider the statute as a whole, related
statutes, legislative history, and established canons of construction to determine legislative intent.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Kentucky public school students have no statutory right to attend a particular school.” (391 S.W.3d at 713)

“student assignment within a school district in Kentucky is a matter that the legislature has committed to the
sound discretion of the local school board.” (391 S.W.3d at 713)

“Kentucky law does not grant a statutory right for schoolchildren to attend the school nearest their home.”
(391 S.W.3d at 729)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Parents of fourteen Jefferson County schoolchildren alleged that the children were denied admission to the
public schools nearest their homes. Their sole claim was that KRS 159.070 required the Jefferson County Public
Schools to permit enrollment and attendance at the nearest school. Several parents later withdrew after their
children were reassigned through the ordinary administrative process, leaving nine plaintiffs representing ten
students.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Jefferson Circuit Court dismissed the complaint for failure to state a claim, concluding that KRS 159.070
did not equate enrollment with attendance and did not create a neighborhood-school entitlement. The Court of
Appeals reversed and directed JCPS to develop a new student-assignment plan. The Supreme Court of Kentucky
reversed the Court of Appeals and reinstated the circuit court's dismissal.

DISPOSITION



reversed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Court of Appeals' decision was reversed, and the ruling of the Jefferson Circuit Court dismissing the
complaint was reinstated.
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