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SUMMARY

The Mississippi Supreme Court considered whether Miller v. Alabama applies retroactively on

collateral review to a juvenile convicted of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment. The court held

that Miller established a new substantive rule applicable retroactively and that Jones's mandatory

sentence violated the Eighth Amendment absent consideration of juvenile characteristics and

circumstances. The court vacated the sentence and remanded for resentencing consistent with its

decision in Parker v. State.
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Jones sought post-conviction relief from a life sentence imposed for a
murder committed when he was fifteen. After the circuit court denied
relief and the Court of Appeals affirmed, the Mississippi Supreme
Court granted certiorari and considered whether Miller v. Alabama

applies retroactively on collateral review.
Questions of law are reviewed de novo.

Published, en banc opinion of the Supreme Court of Mississippi;

precedential.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether Miller v. Alabama created a new substantive constitutional rule.
2. Whether Miller applies retroactively to a juvenile offender's case on collateral review.
3. Whether Jones's mandatory life sentence must be vacated and the case remanded for an individualized
sentencing hearing considering the characteristics and circumstances of youth identified in Miller.
HOLDINGS

1. Miller created a new substantive rule because it prohibited the imposition of a mandatory sentence of
life without parole on juvenile offenders and thereby narrowed the application of Mississippi's
sentencing law to juveniles.

2. Miller applies retroactively to juvenile homicide cases that became final before Miller was decided.
3. Jones's mandatory life sentence must be vacated and the case remanded for a new sentencing hearing

conducted consistently with Miller and Parker.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“that the Eighth Amendment forbids a sentencing scheme that mandates life in prison without the possibility

of parole for juvenile offenders.” (1 5)

“Unless they fall within an exception to the general rule, new constitutional rules of criminal procedure will

not be applicable to those cases which have become final before the new rules are announced.” (9 8)

“New substantive rules generally apply retroactively . . . because they necessarily carry a significant risk that
a defendant stands convicted of an act that the law does not make criminal or faces a punishment that the law

cannot impose upon him.” (9 9)

“We are of the opinion that Miller created a new, substantive rule which should be applied retroactively to
cases on collateral review.” ( 18)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Brett Jones was convicted of stabbing his grandfather to death. He was fifteen years old when the murder
occurred. Under Mississippi Code section 97-3-21, the circuit court imposed a mandatory life sentence, and

Mississippi's parole statute made him ineligible for parole because he was convicted of a violent homicide
offense.
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Jones was convicted of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Lee County Circuit Court. The
conviction and sentence were affirmed on direct appeal. The circuit court later denied post-conviction relief, and
the Court of Appeals affirmed. The Mississippi Supreme Court granted certiorari, ordered supplemental briefing

concerning Miller v. Alabama, and limited its review to Miller's application.
DISPOSITION
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Vacate Jones's sentence and conduct a new sentencing hearing in the Lee County Circuit Court consistent with
Miller v. Alabama and Parker v. State. The sentencing authority must consider the characteristics and

circumstances unique to juvenile defendants; if appropriate, it may annul application of Mississippi Code section

47-7-3(1)(h) and impose life imprisonment with parole eligibility notwithstanding that provision.
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