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SUMMARY

The Florida Third District Court of Appeal dismissed Rafael Toirac-Aguilera’s petition for a writ of
mandamus seeking investigative records related to his arrest and murder conviction. The court held
that he had not demonstrated entitlement to mandamus because he had not first requested the records
from the City of Miami, the proper agency.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the petitioner was entitled to a writ of mandamus compelling the City of Miami to produce
investigative records under Florida's Public Records Act when he had not first requested those records
from the City.

HOLDINGS

1. The petitioner was not entitled to mandamus relief because he failed to first request the records from the
agency alleged to possess them, and therefore did not establish a clear legal right to performance of the
requested act or an indisputable legal duty.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A petitioner seeking a writ of mandamus must demonstrate “a clear legal right to performance of the act
requested, an indisputable legal duty, and no adequate remedy at law.”” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rafael Toirac-Aguilera, an incarcerated prisoner, sought investigative records related to his arrest and later first-
degree-murder conviction. He made multiple requests to the Miami-Dade Police Department under Florida's
Public Records Act, but Miami-Dade advised that the records were maintained by the City of Miami. The record
did not show that he requested the records from the City of Miami.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The petitioner sent multiple public-records requests to the Miami-Dade Police Department seeking investigative
materials related to his arrest and murder conviction. Miami-Dade responded that the relevant records were
maintained by the City of Miami and provided contact information, but the record contained no request directed
to the City of Miami. The Third District Court of Appeal dismissed the mandamus petition.
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dismissed
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