SIXTH DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF FLORIDA

Jameslee Senatus v. State of Florida

No. 6D2025-0186, Sixth District Court of Appeal of Florida (June 19, 2026)

SUMMARY

The Sixth District Court of Appeal of Florida affirmed Jameslee Senatus's second-degree murder

judgment and sentence. The court held that evidence including the close-range shooting, failure to

render aid, post-shooting statements, and suspicious conduct was sufficient for a jury to find the

requisite ill will, hatred, spite, or evil intent.
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Appellant appealed the circuit court's denial of his motion for
judgment of acquittal following his conviction for second-degree

murder.

The court viewed the evidence in the light most favorable to the State
and asked whether a rational trier of fact could find the existence of

the elements of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt.
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1. Whether the evidence was legally sufficient to support a finding that Appellant acted with ill will, hatred,

spite, or evil intent, as required for second-degree murder.

2. Whether the circuit court erred in denying Appellant's motion for judgment of acquittal.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was sufficient for a rational jury to find beyond a reasonable doubt that Appellant acted

with ill will, hatred, spite, or evil intent toward the victim.

2. A conviction is supported by sufficient evidence when, viewing the evidence in the light most favorable

to the State, a rational trier of fact could find the crime's elements beyond a reasonable doubt.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“There is sufficient evidence to sustain a conviction if, after viewing the evidence in the light most favorable
to the State, a rational trier of fact could find the existence of the elements of the crime beyond a reasonable
doubt.” (1)

“Even without any express testimony about a defendant’s malice or state of mind, ‘the circumstances

surrounding the fatal act can prove ill will, spite, hatred or evil intent.”” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The State presented evidence that Appellant shot the victim in the chest at close range and did not render aid or
seek help while the victim was still alive. Appellant later told a witness that he "popped" the victim because the
victim had "started acting funny." The State also presented evidence of Appellant's suspicious conduct at and

around the crime scene in the days after the shooting.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After a jury trial in the Circuit Court for Lee County, Appellant was convicted of second-degree murder. The
circuit court denied his motion for judgment of acquittal, and Appellant appealed, arguing that the State failed to
prove the required ill-will, hatred, spite, or evil-intent element. The Sixth District Court of Appeal affirmed the

judgment and sentence.
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