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SUMMARY

The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed a chancery court judgment concerning easement rights, the
width and public status of portions of Nicola Road, and injunctive relief against adjacent landowners.
The court held that the disputed bottleneck remained within a sixty-foot right-of-way, that the road’s
340-foot shared portion had been impliedly dedicated for public use, and that the injunction
prohibiting gates and harassment was supported by the record.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Nicola Road right-of-way was 60 feet wide throughout the bottleneck area or only 43.87
feet wide.

2. Whether the chancery court properly granted injunctive relief against the individual defendants and
whether the injunction was impermissibly vague or overbroad.

3. Whether any portion of Nicola Road, including the entire 340-foot right-of-way, had been dedicated for
public use and accepted by Hancock County.

HOLDINGS

1. The right-of-way was 60 feet wide at all points, including the bottleneck. The chancery court did not
commit manifest error by relying on the deed language, the surrounding circumstances, and the Stenum
Realignment Survey.

2. The chancery court did not reversibly err by enjoining all defendants from obstructing the Nicola Road
easements or from harassing, intimidating, or threatening JRE, its invitees, or its licensees.

3. Hancock County accepted the entire 340-foot right-of-way as a public road through implied dedication,
and the Mississippi rule is that implied acceptance of part of a single street generally extends to the
entire street offered for dedication.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is black-letter law that an “easement may be acquired by express grant, implied grant (implication), or
prescription, which presupposes a grant to have existed.”” (¶ 20)

“Skrmetta is the law in Mississippi.” (¶ 53)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jourdan River Estates and Jourdan River Yacht Club owned a 269-acre tract in Hancock County accessed by
Nicola Road, which also served neighboring Favre and Parker parcels. Deeds originating with Cinque Bambini
described a 60-foot right-of-way, including a shared approximately 340-foot portion and a private approximately
947-foot easement leading to JRE's tract, but a bottleneck and gates created disputes over the road's width and
access. Hancock County paved and maintained part of Nicola Road, while the neighboring owners erected or
maintained gates and opposed JRE's proposed development. The chancery court found that the entire 340-foot
portion had been dedicated for public use and issued an injunction requiring removal of obstructing gates and
prohibiting harassment and intimidation.
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