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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court held that the trial court improperly excluded testimony concerning the

deceased passenger's prior conduct of grabbing a vehicle's steering wheel while intoxicated. The

evidence was relevant to Edwards's defense that the passenger's conduct, rather than Edwards's

wrongful conduct, was the proximate cause of the fatal accident, so the conviction was reversed and

the case remanded.
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Defendant appealed his conviction and sentence for aggravated
vehicular homicide, asserting that the district court improperly

excluded evidence relevant to his causation defense.

Evidentiary rulings, including determinations concerning foundation,
relevance, competency, materiality, and remoteness, are reviewed for
abuse of discretion. The defendant bears the burden of establishing

that the trial court's choice was unreasonable, arbitrary, or capricious.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court erred by excluding testimony that the victim previously grabbed a driver's
steering wheel under similar circumstances, where the evidence was offered to support Edwards's

defense that the victim caused the accident.

2. Whether the excluded evidence was relevant and admissible under Wyoming Rules of Evidence 404 and
403.

HOLDINGS

1. Evidence of a victim's prior conduct is relevant when the conduct bears on the defendant's alleged
wrongful conduct or on whether that conduct was the proximate cause of the victim's death. The
testimony that Southworth previously grabbed another driver's steering wheel under similar

circumstances was crucial to Edwards's causation defense and was improperly excluded.

2. The district court abused its discretion by excluding Demel's testimony concerning Southworth's prior

steering-wheel interference.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Evidence of a victim's actions is relevant whenever those actions have a bearing on the defendant's alleged
wrongful conduct or in determining whether the defendant's wrongful conduct was the proximate cause of a
victim's death.” (167 P.3d at 639)

“The evidence of Southworth's prior actions was crucial to Edwards' defense that his conduct was not the
proximate cause of the accident and Southworth's death.” (167 P.3d at 639)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Edwards and David Southworth were injured in a single-vehicle rollover crash on Interstate 25 in Casper,
Wyoming; Southworth died from his injuries. Both men were highly intoxicated, and Edwards did not dispute
that he was driving. Edwards's defense focused on causation: he claimed that Southworth, who was drunk and
depressed, grabbed the steering wheel and caused the crash. Edwards sought to introduce antidepressant
medication found among Southworth's belongings and testimony that Southworth had previously grabbed

another driver's steering wheel while drunk and depressed, but the district court excluded the evidence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After a four-day trial, a jury found Edwards guilty of aggravated vehicular homicide. The district court sentenced
him to eight to fourteen years' imprisonment. Edwards appealed, and the Wyoming Supreme Court reversed and

remanded because the trial court improperly excluded testimony concerning the victim's prior conduct.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



Remanded for further proceedings consistent with the opinion.
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