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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Wyoming affirmed summary judgment for Mountain West Farm Bureau

Mutual Insurance Company in a declaratory judgment action concerning coverage for a vehicle

involved in an accident. The court held that ownership of the vehicle passed through an inter vivos gift

despite the certificate of title and registration remaining in the donor's name. Because Wyoming

Electric no longer owned the vehicle at the time of the accident, the vehicle was not covered under

Wyoming Electric's Mountain West insurance policy.
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Mountain West sought declaratory relief regarding insurance coverage,
and the parties filed cross-motions for summary judgment. The district
court granted summary judgment to Mountain West, and Mendenhall

appealed.

Summary judgment is reviewed de novo because it involves a purely
legal determination. Summary judgment is proper when no genuine
issue of material fact exists and the moving party is entitled to

judgment as a matter of law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether ownership of the truck passed from Wyoming Electric to Lucas through an inter vivos gift

before the accident despite the certificate of title remaining in Wyoming Electric's name.
2. Whether Mountain West was obligated to provide coverage under Wyoming Electric's insurance policy.

3. Whether the district court properly granted summary judgment to Mountain West.

HOLDINGS

1. An inter vivos gift can overcome the certificate-of-title presumption of vehicle ownership. Under the
undisputed facts, Nelson's present donative intent, delivery of the truck, divestiture of dominion and
control, and Lucas's acceptance completed the gift before the accident, even though title had not yet

been transferred.

2. Mountain West was not obligated to cover Mendenhall's injuries because Wyoming Electric no longer
owned the truck on the date of the accident, and the truck was therefore no longer covered under

Wyoming Electric's policy.

3. Summary judgment for Mountain West was proper because the material facts were stipulated or

undisputed and those facts established that ownership had passed by inter vivos gift before the accident.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“As a matter of law, can an inter vivos gift overcome the presumption of ownership in a certificate of title? We

find that it can, and specifically does so here.” (9 6)

“We decline to find that, as a matter of law, the person or entity named on the certificate of title is the owner,
and we note that to do otherwise would render the "prima facie" language in Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 31-2-103(d)

meaningless.” (9 14)

“Ownership of the 1997 Ford truck passed from Nelson to Lucas via an inter vivos gift in January 2008, and
before Mendenhall was injured.” (9 15)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

David Nelson, owner of Wyoming Electric Company, gave a company truck to Jeremy Lucas in January 2008.
Lucas took possession, retained control, paid the truck's expenses, and insured it under his own Allstate policy;
Wyoming Electric exercised no further control. Although the truck’s title, registration, plates, and Mountain West
policy listing remained in Wyoming Electric's name, the title-transfer application was not submitted until April

16, 2008. The truck was involved in an accident on March 3, 2008, after which Mountain West denied coverage.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After Mendenhall was injured in a motor vehicle accident involving a truck formerly owned by Wyoming
Electric Company, Mountain West filed a declaratory-judgment action seeking a determination that the truck was
not covered under Wyoming Electric's policy. The district court concluded that Wyoming Electric had transferred
ownership of the truck to Lucas by inter vivos gift before the accident and granted Mountain West summary
judgment. The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed.
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