UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
ALABAMA

Thomas H. Byrd v. Mobile County Metro Jail

Byrd - No. 1:25-cv-307-TFM-B - Decided December 3, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Alabama adopted the Magistrate Judge’s
report and recommendation and dismissed Thomas H. Byrd’s action without prejudice. The dismissal
was based on failure to prosecute, failure to comply with orders requiring payment of a partial filing

fee, and failure to update the Court regarding his address.

CASE DETAILS
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed and adopted a magistrate judge's report and

recommendation recommending dismissal without prejudice for
failure to prosecute and failure to comply with court orders. No

objections were filed.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Abuse of discretion

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court opinion

PARTIES Thomas H. Byrd v. Mobile County Metro Jail
TOPICS

civil procedure  motions to dismiss

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure  prisoner civil rights

QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the district court could dismiss the action sua sponte and without prejudice for failure to

prosecute and failure to comply with court orders.

HOLDINGS

1. Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(b) authorizes dismissal of a complaint for failure to prosecute or
failure to comply with a court order or the federal rules, and the court may exercise its inherent power to

make that dismissal sua sponte.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“[D]ismissal upon disregard of an order, especially where the litigant has been forewarned, generally is not

an abuse of discretion.”

“[E]ven a non-lawyer should realize the peril to [his] case, when [he] . . . ignores numerous notices and fails

to comply with court orders.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

After filing his complaint, Thomas H. Byrd did not take any further action despite several court orders requiring
payment of the partial filing fee. He failed to comply with those orders and did not advise the court that he had

changed addresses and no longer appeared to be housed at the Mobile County Metro Jail. The court had
previously issued orders and notices concerning his obligations.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the action on July 28, 2025. The court issued orders requiring him to pay the partial filing fee, but
he took no further action, failed to comply with the orders, and failed to notify the court of his change of address.
The magistrate judge recommended dismissal without prejudice, and the district court adopted the

recommendation and dismissed the action.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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