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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court held that Iowa Code section 147.140's certificate-of-merit dismissal
requirement can be harmonized with Iowa Rule of Civil Procedure 1.943. Because the plaintiff's
voluntary dismissal was self-executing and filed before the applicable deadline, it terminated the case
and deprived the district court of jurisdiction to adjudicate the defendants' motion to dismiss with
prejudice. The court reversed the district court's order.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Iowa Code section 147.140, which requires dismissal with prejudice for failure to substantially
comply with the medical-malpractice certificate-of-merit requirement, conflicts with Iowa Rule of Civil
Procedure 1.943's authorization for a first voluntary dismissal without prejudice.

2. Whether the district court retained jurisdiction to adjudicate the defendants' section 147.140 motion after
the plaintiff filed a self-executing voluntary dismissal under rule 1.943.

3. Whether Ronnfeldt preserved her constitutional separation-of-powers challenge to section 147.140.

HOLDINGS

1. The provisions can be harmonized. Section 147.140 governs while a live case exists, but it does not
create an immediate or vested right to a dismissal with prejudice upon the filing of a defendant's motion.
A proper first voluntary dismissal under rule 1.943 ends the case without prejudice and leaves nothing
for section 147.140 to dismiss.

2. The district court lacked jurisdiction to rule on Myrtue's section 147.140 motion after Ronnfeldt
voluntarily dismissed her case. The dismissal mooted the motion, and the district court's subsequent
order was void.

3. Ronnfeldt's constitutional separation-of-powers challenge was not preserved for appellate review
because she did not raise it in the district court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a rule 1.943 dismissal ends the case, leaving nothing to dismiss under section 147.140; absent a rule 1.943
dismissal, section 147.140 continues to govern the case.” (11)

“The dismissal mooted Myrtue’s pending motion, and the district court lacked jurisdiction to posthumously
resurrect and rule on it.” (21)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In May 2016, Susan Ronnfeldt underwent hernia repair surgery at Myrtue Medical Center, where a CT scan
showed significant uterine enlargement warranting follow-up. She was not informed of the result or referred for
further treatment. Four years later, another CT scan revealed that the mass had substantially increased and was a
tumor; after its removal, she was diagnosed with stage IV uterine cancer.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Ronnfeldt sued the appellees for medical negligence. After the defendants moved to dismiss with prejudice for
failure to file the statutory certificate of merit affidavit, Ronnfeldt voluntarily dismissed her petition without



prejudice under Iowa Rule of Civil Procedure 1.943. The district court initially treated the defendants' motion as
moot, but on reconsideration concluded it retained jurisdiction, vacated the voluntary dismissal, and dismissed
the case with prejudice. The Supreme Court of Iowa retained the appeal and reversed.

DISPOSITION

reversed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The district court's order ruling on the section 147.140 motion and its order on reconsideration are reversed. The
voluntary dismissal remains effective; no further merits adjudication of the dismissed action was authorized.
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