UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

ILLINOIS

Elizabeth D. v. Commissioner of Social Security

Elizabeth D. - No. 3:25-cv-00216-GCS - Decided December 17, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Illinois granted Plaintiff’s application for

attorney fees and expenses under the Equal Access to Justice Act. The Court awarded $3,752.20,

explaining that the award belongs to Plaintiff, may be offset against qualifying federal debt, and may

be payable to counsel pursuant to the assignment if no offset applies.
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Plaintiff moved for an award of attorney fees and expenses under the
Equal Access to Justice Act. The Commissioner did not dispute the

reasonableness of the requested fee.
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1. Whether Plaintiff was entitled to an award of $3,752.20 in attorney fees and expenses under the Equal

Access to Justice Act.



2. Whether the EAJA award should be paid to Plaintiff or, subject to verification that no federal debt exists,

directly to Plaintiff's attorney under an assignment.

HOLDINGS

1. The court granted Plaintiff's application and awarded $3,752.20 in attorney fees and expenses under the

Equal Access to Justice Act.

2. The award belongs to Plaintiff and may be offset against any pre-existing debt owed to the United
States; if no such debt exists, the government may direct payment to Plaintiff's attorney pursuant to
Plaintiff's valid EAJA assignment.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court GRANTS the motion. Pursuant to the EAJA, it is hereby ordered that Plaintiff is awarded
$3,752.20 for attorney fees and expenses in full satisfaction of any and all claims for attorney fees and
expenses that may be payable to Plaintiff in this matter under the EAJA, 28 U.S.C. § 2412.” (1)

“Any fees paid belong to Plaintiff and not Plaintiff s attorney and can be offset to satisfy any pre-existing debt
that the litigant owes the United States.” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff sought an award of $3,752.20 in attorney fees and expenses under the EAJA. The Commissioner did not
dispute that the requested amount was reasonable. The court directed that the award be paid to Plaintiff, subject
to offset for any pre-existing debt owed to the United States, and potentially payable directly to Plaintiff's
attorney if no offset applied and a valid assignment existed.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After the underlying Social Security matter, Plaintiff applied for EAJA fees and expenses in the amount of
$3,752.20. The Commissioner responded that the requested fee was reasonable. The court granted the

application and entered an award subject to any applicable federal-debt offset.
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