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SUMMARY

The Iowa Court of Appeals dismissed Jamie Dwayne Luebs’s appeal from his sentence. Because the
sentence matched the plea agreement, the court held that Luebs had not established good cause to

appeal under Iowa Code section 814.6(1)(a)(3), and the court therefore lacked jurisdiction.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant appealed his sentence, asserting that the sentencing court

abused its discretion by failing to provide sufficient reasons for
imposing a nine-year consecutive sentence. The State argued that the
Iowa Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction because the sentence
conformed to the plea agreement and defendant had not established

good cause for the appeal.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court did not reach the asserted abuse-of-discretion standard

because it concluded that it lacked jurisdiction to review the appeal.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Iowa Court of Appeals had jurisdiction to review an appeal from a sentence imposed in
conformity with the defendant's plea agreement when the defendant did not establish good cause under
Iowa Code section 814.6(1)(a)(3).

2. Whether the defendant's challenge to the sentencing court's stated reasons could be considered when the

sentence was the agreed sentence and the case did not involve a class A felony.

HOLDINGS

1. When the sentencing court imposes the sentence agreed to in the plea agreement, the case does not
involve a class A felony, and the defendant identifies no sentencing error outside the scope of the plea

agreement, the defendant has not established good cause to appeal under Iowa Code section 814.6(1)(a)
(3).
2. The Iowa Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction to consider Luebs's appeal because he did not establish

good cause to appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Therefore, under our case law, because Luebs has not established good cause to appeal pursuant to Iowa
Code section 814.6(1)(a)(3) (2025), we lack jurisdiction to consider the appeal.” (3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Luebs entered a guilty plea under an agreement providing for consecutive prison terms of up to five years for
operating while intoxicated, two years for driving while barred, and two years for child endangerment. The
sentencing court imposed the same nine-year consecutive sentence contemplated by the agreement. Luebs
challenged the sentence on the ground that the court failed to give sufficient reasons, but he did not allege an

error concerning the plea agreement itself.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Luebs pleaded guilty pursuant to an agreement under which he would receive consecutive prison terms not
exceeding five years for OWI, two years for driving while barred, and two years for child endangerment. The
Iowa District Court for Warren County imposed the agreed nine-year consecutive sentence. Luebs appealed, and
the Towa Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction because he did not establish good cause
under ITowa Code section 814.6(1)(a)(3).

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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