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SUMMARY

The Iowa Court of Appeals dismissed an interlocutory appeal from the denial of qualified immunity to
Johnston Community School District and two employees. The court held that Iowa Code section
670.4A does not apply to the plaintiffs’ common-law tort claims under controlling Iowa Supreme
Court precedent, including Doe v. Western Dubuque Community School District. Because the statute
did not authorize the appeal, the court dismissed it for lack of appellate jurisdiction.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Interlocutory appeal from the Iowa District Court's denial of
defendants' motion for summary judgment seeking qualified immunity
under Iowa Code section 670.4A. The Iowa Supreme Court transferred
the appeal to the Iowa Court of Appeals.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviewed the ruling as a motion-to-dismiss ruling for
correction of errors at law, accepting the petition's alleged facts as true
and viewing them in the light most favorable to the plaintiff. A motion
to dismiss succeeds only when the plaintiff is not afforded a right to
recover under the alleged facts.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Iowa Code section 670.4A's qualified-immunity defense and heightened pleading requirement
apply to plaintiffs' common-law tort claims.

2. Whether the defendants could pursue an interlocutory appeal from the denial of qualified immunity
under Iowa Code section 670.4A(4).

3. Whether the amended petition satisfied Iowa's notice-pleading standard.

HOLDINGS

1. Under Doe v. Western Dubuque Community School District and its progeny, Iowa Code section
670.4A's qualified-immunity provision and heightened pleading requirement apply to state constitutional
and statutory claims, but not claims asserting only state common-law tort theories.

2. Because section 670.4A does not apply to plaintiffs' common-law tort claims, the defendants were not
authorized by section 670.4A(4) to appeal the denial of qualified immunity, and the appeal had to be
dismissed for lack of appellate jurisdiction.

3. The amended petition satisfied Iowa's notice-pleading standard because it provided fair notice of the
incident, the general nature of the claims, and the facts supporting them; it was not required to identify a
specific legal theory or plead ultimate facts supporting every element.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The qualified immunity provision coupled with the heightened pleading standard only applies “where the
plaintiff has asserted a state constitutional tort claim or statutory claim and not where the plaintiff has
asserted only a state common law claim.”” (at 4)

“A pleading will satisfy that standard if it contains “factual allegations that give the defendant ‘fair notice’ of
the claim asserted so the defendant can adequately respond to the petition.”” (at 6)

“Because section 670.4A does not apply to Friedhoff’s claims, Johnston is not authorized under 670.4A(4) to
appeal the district court’s ruling.” (at 6)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



In 2022, Nathan Freidhoff was enrolled in a welding class at Johnston High School. A spark ignited the
synthetic-blend crewneck sweatshirt protruding beneath his cotton overshirt, causing serious burns. Freidhoff
and his parents asserted common-law negligence, vicarious liability, negligent teaching and supervision,
premises liability, and loss-of-parental-consortium claims against the school district and two instructors.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs sued Johnston Community School District and two employees for common-law tort claims arising
from serious burns Nathan Freidhoff suffered in a high-school welding class. The district court treated the
defendants' summary-judgment motion as a motion to dismiss, concluded that plaintiffs satisfied the heightened
pleading requirement in Iowa Code section 670.4A(3), and denied qualified immunity. Defendants appealed
under section 670.4A(4), but the Iowa Supreme Court transferred the appeal after deciding Doe and related
cases.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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