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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals dismissed an interlocutory appeal for want of jurisdiction because the plea

to the jurisdiction had been filed by the property owners rather than a governmental unit. The court

also declined to construe the appellants’ brief as a petition for writ of mandamus in a condemnation

proceeding involving undivided property interests.
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1. Whether the Court of Appeals had jurisdiction over an interlocutory appeal from the denial of a plea to

the jurisdiction filed by private property owners rather than a governmental unit under Texas Civil



Practice and Remedies Code section 51.014(a)(8).

2. Whether the court should construe the property owners' appellate brief as a petition for writ of
mandamus.

HOLDINGS

1. The Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction under Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code section

51.014(a)(8) because the plea to the jurisdiction was filed by the property owners, not by a governmental

unit.

2. The court declined to construe the property owners' appellate brief as a petition for writ of mandamus.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The City of Mont Belvieu initiated condemnation proceedings to expand its municipal golf course over property
owned in equal, undivided interests by three siblings. After special commissioners assessed damages, the
property owners challenged the proceeding, asserting that one owner had not received notice of the special
commissioners' hearing.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The City initiated a condemnation suit to acquire property interests for expansion of its municipal golf course.
After special commissioners assessed damages, the property owners filed a plea to the jurisdiction alleging that
one owner had not been served notice of the special commissioners' hearing. The trial court denied the plea. The
Court of Appeals dismissed the interlocutory appeal for want of jurisdiction and declined to construe the

appellants' brief as a petition for writ of mandamus.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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