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SUMMARY

The Seventh District Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Zachery Rene Lamas’s appeal from his

conviction for sexual assault of a child because his notice of appeal was filed nearly four years after

the deadline. The court held that the untimely notice deprived it of jurisdiction and noted that Lamas

might seek an out-of-time appeal through an application for habeas corpus.
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Appellant sought review of his conviction for sexual assault of a child
and seventeen-year sentence, but filed his notice of appeal nearly four

years after sentencing.

The court applied the jurisdictional requirement governing the

timeliness of a criminal notice of appeal.
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1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal filed after the deadline for a criminal notice

of appeal.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed when the appellant failed to demonstrate grounds for excusing
the untimely filing.

HOLDINGS

1. The timely filing of a written notice of appeal is a jurisdictional prerequisite, and because L.amas filed
his notice of appeal after the deadline, the court lacked jurisdiction and was required to dismiss the

appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Appellant’s untimely notice of appeal prevents this Court from acquiring jurisdiction over the

appeal, we dismiss the appeal for want of jurisdiction.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Lamas was convicted of sexual assault of a child and sentenced to seventeen years of confinement. The trial
court imposed sentence on January 27, 2022, and Lamas did not file a motion for new trial. He filed his notice of

appeal on January 2, 2026, long after the February 28, 2022 deadline.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 242nd District Court of Hale County sentenced Lamas on January 27, 2022. Because no motion for new
trial was filed, his notice of appeal was due by February 28, 2022. Lamas filed his notice of appeal on January 2,

2026, and did not respond to the court's order to show how it possessed jurisdiction over the untimely appeal.
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