UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
MISSISSIPPI, NORTHERN DIVISION

Heather Smith, as Court Appointed Guardian of and on behalf of

S.S., a Minor v. Marchenne Hatchett; and Madison County School

District

Smith v. Hatchett - No. 3:23-CV-588-HTW-ASH - Decided March 30, 2026

SUMMARY

This order addresses Plaintiff Heather Smith’s motion for partial summary judgment and Defendant

Marchenne Hatchett’s motion for default judgment and dismissal. The court granted partial summary

judgment on Hatchett’s civil liability based on his criminal sexual-battery conviction and denied

Hatchett’s motions concerning alleged discovery delays. The court reserved the issue of damages for

trial.
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Plaintiff moved for partial summary judgment on liability. Defendant
Hatchett moved for default judgment and involuntary dismissal based
on delayed discovery responses. The district court granted plaintiff's

motion as to Hatchett's liability and denied Hatchett's motions.

Summary judgment is appropriate when no genuine dispute exists as
to any material fact and the movant is entitled to judgment as a matter
of law. Default judgment under Rule 55 applies when a party has
failed to plead or otherwise defend. Dismissal with prejudice under
Rule 41(b) requires a clear record of delay or contumacious conduct

and consideration of whether lesser sanctions would suffice.

unpublished district court order; precedential status unknown



PARTIES Heather Smith, as Court Appointed Guardian of and on behalf of S.S.,
a Minor v. Marchenne Hatchett, Madison County School District

TOPICS

summary judgment  default judgment  motions to dismiss  discovery dispute  section 1983

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure  civilrights  torts  remedies

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Hatchett's final criminal conviction for sexual battery conclusively established the underlying
facts and entitled Smith to partial summary judgment on Hatchett's civil liability.

2. Whether Smith's delayed responses to interrogatories and requests for production justified default

judgment under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 55.

3. Whether the discovery delay warranted involuntary dismissal with prejudice under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 41(b).

HOLDINGS

1. Under Mississippi law, Hatchett's final criminal conviction for sexual battery conclusively established
the facts underlying that conviction in the subsequent civil action. Because the conviction resolved the
underlying sexual-battery facts and no genuine dispute of material fact remained as to Hatchett's

liability, Smith was entitled to partial summary judgment on liability, with damages reserved for trial.

2. Hatchett was not entitled to default judgment under Rule 55 because Smith had not failed to plead or
otherwise defend; she was actively prosecuting the action and had moved for partial summary judgment.

3. The 120-day delay in responding to discovery did not justify dismissal with prejudice because the record
did not show contumacious conduct or purposeful delay, the plaintiff provided a credible explanation,

and the discovery deficiencies were cured.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a criminal conviction for a sexual offense, like rape or sexual battery, "precludes the defendant from

relitigating those same issues in a later civil action for damages."” (IV.A)
“dismissal with prejudice is a "draconian" remedy and a "remedy of last resort."” (IV.B)

“A trial on the issue of damages shall be set by further order of this court.” (Conclusion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On February 23, 2023, Marchenne Hatchett, a physical education teacher and coach at Olde Towne Middle
School, escorted fourteen-year-old S.S. to a teachers' lounge, locked the door, and compelled her to perform

fellatio. A Mississippi jury convicted Hatchett of sexual battery, and the Mississippi Court of Appeals affirmed



the conviction. The federal civil action seeks damages arising from the incident, including tort and constitutional

claims.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Smith filed the action in the Circuit Court of Madison County, Mississippi, and Madison County School District
removed it to federal court based on the federal constitutional and 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claims. Hatchett later joined
in the removal. The court dismissed the School District with prejudice by agreed order. Smith then moved for
partial summary judgment, while Hatchett moved for default judgment and dismissal based on delayed

responses to interrogatories and requests for production.
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