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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Virginia held that a police officer did not impermissibly prolong a traffic stop
by asking the driver brief questions about weapons and drugs. Because the driver’s license was
suspended and neither occupant could lawfully drive the vehicle, the officer retained a need to control
the scene while awaiting another driver. The court also held that the driver voluntarily consented to the

subsequent searches and reversed the Court of Appeals.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the officer impermissibly prolonged the traffic stop by asking brief questions about weapons

and drugs before Knight-Walker's son arrived to take custody of the vehicle.

2. Whether Knight-Walker's consent to the searches was invalid because it was allegedly tainted by an
unconstitutional extension of the traffic stop.

HOLDINGS

1. Under the circumstances, the officer did not impermissibly prolong the traffic stop in violation of the
Fourth Amendment. The stop remained incomplete because Knight-Walker could not lawfully drive
away, her passenger could not drive, and the officer had a continuing need to control the scene while

awaiting a person who could lawfully take the vehicle.

2. Knight-Walker's consent was not tainted because the traffic stop was not unlawfully extended, and the

circuit court did not err in finding that her consent was voluntary under the totality of the circumstances.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The mission of the stop at that point was to ensure that Knight-Walker did not continue to break the law by

driving away moments after receiving her summons, not simply to issue a summons.” (7)

“Here, Officer Allen’s twelve second exchange, inquiring about weapons, illegal drugs, or “anything crazy,”

was reasonable under these particular circumstances.” (9)

“Asking for consent during the course of a still incomplete traffic stop is not the sort of unconstitutional
“detour” envisioned by Rodriguez.” (10)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Officer Jordan Allen stopped Knight-Walker after observing frequent lane changes and learning that the vehicle's
owner had a suspended license; he later determined that Knight-Walker's license was also suspended and that she
had prior convictions for driving on a suspended license. After informing her that she could not continue driving
and that she would call her son to pick her up, Allen asked brief questions about weapons and drugs and
requested consent to search. Knight-Walker consented to the search of her person, purse, and vehicle, where the

officer found drug paraphernalia in the glove box.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Knight-Walker moved to suppress evidence discovered during a vehicle search, arguing that an officer
impermissibly prolonged a traffic stop under Rodriguez v. United States. The circuit court denied suppression,
finding that the stop was not unlawfully extended and that Knight-Walker consented to the search. After entering
a conditional guilty plea to possession of controlled paraphernalia, Knight-Walker appealed. A divided Court of
Appeals panel reversed, and the Supreme Court of Virginia reversed the Court of Appeals and entered final

judgment for the Commonwealth.



DISPOSITION

reversed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

None. The court reversed the judgment of the Court of Appeals and entered final judgment for the
Commonwealth.
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