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SUMMARY

The Nevada Supreme Court affirmed a district court order denying Carmen Jones, M.D.’s motion to
change venue in a contempt proceeding involving an administrative subpoena issued by the Nevada
State Board of Medical Examiners. The court held that NRS 630.355(1), a specific venue provision,
controls over Nevada’s general venue statutes and permits the proceeding in the county where the
Board’s administrative work is conducted. Because the Board’s relevant administrative work occurred

in Washoe County, venue in the Second Judicial District Court was proper.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Nevada Revised Statutes § 630.355(1), rather than the general venue provisions in Nevada
Revised Statutes chapter 13, governs venue for a contempt petition arising from a Board of Medical

Examiners administrative subpoena.

2. Whether the phrase "the district court of the county in which the proceeding is being conducted" in
Nevada Revised Statutes § 630.355(1) refers to the county where the Board's administrative work and

hearings take place or the county where the investigated conduct occurred.

3. Whether the appeal was moot because the Board had obtained information enabling it to obtain the

subpoenaed documents.

HOLDINGS

1. Nevada Revised Statutes § 630.355(1) is the specific venue statute governing a contempt action arising
from a Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners proceeding, and it takes precedence over the general

venue provisions in Nevada Revised Statutes chapter 13.

2. Venue for a contempt proceeding brought by the Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners under NRS
630.355(1) is proper in the county where the Board's administrative work is taking place, not necessarily

where the investigated conduct occurred.

3. The appeal was not moot because the contempt proceedings remained pending and the Board could still
seek sanctions for Jones's failure to comply with the subpoena.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Thus, we affirm the district court's order denying the motion to change venue.” (1)

“we interpret NRS 630.355(1) to mean that venue for a contempt proceeding brought by the Board under that

statute is proper in the county where the administrative work of the Board is taking place.” (8)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners began an administrative investigation and filed a formal
complaint against Carmen Jones, M.D., alleging, among other things, that she aided the unauthorized practice of
medicine. The Board issued Jones an administrative subpoena for patient records, but she failed to comply. The
Board's formal complaints, summary suspensions, hearings, and other administrative work were conducted

through its office in Washoe County, while Jones resided and practiced medicine in Clark County.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Board filed an administrative complaint against Jones and issued an administrative subpoena for patient
records. After Jones failed to comply, the Board petitioned the Second Judicial District Court in Washoe County
for an order compelling compliance and moved for contempt. Jones sought a change of venue to Clark County
under Nevada's general venue statutes, but the district court denied the motion. The Nevada Supreme Court
affirmed.

DISPOSITION



affirmed
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