UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF IDAHO

Timothy R. Kurtz v. Brittany Nicole Williams

Kurtz - No. 1:25-cv-00549-BLW - Decided March 13, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Idaho affirmed the bankruptcy court’s order

allowing Brittany Nicole Williams to claim Idaho’s motor-vehicle exemption for an unregistered 2020

Kia Sorento. The court held that Idaho law does not require a motor vehicle to be registered to qualify
for the exemption under Idaho Code § 11-605(3).
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The Chapter 7 trustee appealed the bankruptcy court's order overruling

his objection to the debtor's claimed Idaho motor-vehicle exemption.

The district court reviews bankruptcy court decisions in the same
manner as the Ninth Circuit. Questions of statutory interpretation are

reviewed de novo.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether an unregistered vehicle qualifies as a 'motor vehicle' eligible for Idaho's motor-vehicle
exemption under Idaho Code § 11-605(3).

HOLDINGS

1. An operational but unregistered self-propelled vehicle qualifies as a 'motor vehicle' for purposes of
Idaho Code § 11-605(3), because the statute does not condition the exemption on current registration.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It does not say that debtors may exempt a “registered motor vehicle.” Had the Idaho Legislature wished to

condition the exemption on current registration status, it could have said so. It did not.”

“Where the legislature has chosen to allow debtors to exempt a “motor vehicle” up to a stated value, and

where statutory definitions do not expressly require registration, the Court will not add that requirement.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Brittany Nicole Williams filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy petition on April 16, 2025. She claimed a $10,000
exemption in a 2020 Kia Sorento under Idaho Code § 11-605(3), although the Sorento was unregistered on the

petition date. The bankruptcy court overruled the Chapter 7 trustee's objection to the exemption.
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