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SUMMARY

The Florida Supreme Court affirmed a circuit court judgment applying the sovereign-immunity
damage caps in section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes, to claims arising from the Parkland mass shooting.
Relying on Barnett v. State Department of Financial Services, the court held that the shooting
constituted a single incident or occurrence subject to the aggregate statutory cap.
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PRACTICE AREAS
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the mass shooting constituted a single incident or occurrence for purposes of the aggregate
sovereign-immunity damage cap in section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes.

2. Whether the circuit court properly granted summary judgment and entered a final declaratory judgment
applying the statutory damage cap.

HOLDINGS

1. For purposes of the sovereign-immunity damage caps in section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes, the mass
shooting constituted a single incident or occurrence, and cumulative liability for all resulting injury
claims could not exceed the aggregate statutory cap.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“the mass shooting committed by [the shooter] is a single ‘incident or occurrence’ . . . and the cumulative
liability for all claims of injury resulting from the incident may not exceed the aggregate cap . . . set forth in
the statute.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The case arose from claims related to the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School and the
resulting claims against the School Board. The dispute concerned whether the claims were subject to the
aggregate sovereign-immunity damage cap in section 768.28(5), Florida Statutes. The circuit court applied the
statutory cap and entered declaratory relief in favor of the School Board.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Circuit Court for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit in and for Broward County granted the School Board's
motion for summary judgment and rendered a final declaratory judgment concerning the applicable sovereign-
immunity damage caps. The Fourth District Court of Appeal certified the appeal to the Supreme Court of Florida
as presenting issues of great public importance or having a great effect on the proper administration of justice
throughout the state.
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