UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
TENNESSEE, COLUMBIA DIVISION
Ashley Humphrey, individually and as next friend of J.H., a minor v.

Maury County Board of Education, et al.

Humphrey - No. 1:26-cv-00037 - Decided April 30, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee denies Ashley Humphrey’s
motion to proceed pro se on behalf of her minor son, concluding that Sixth Circuit precedent prohibits
a parent from litigating a minor child’s personal claims without counsel. The court also denies an
emergency motion for a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction because the claims
supporting it were not properly before the court and the alleged irreparable harm was speculative. The
court states that claims brought on behalf of the minor will be dismissed without prejudice by separate

order.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff filed a pro se civil action individually and as next friend of

her minor son, asserting claims under the Rehabilitation Act, the ADA,
the Equal Protection Clause, and state law. After the court ordered an
amended pleading that either be filed by counsel or omit claims
belonging to the minor, Plaintiff moved to proceed pro se on the
child's behalf, filed amended complaints, and sought emergency

injunctive relief.

STANDARD OF REVIEW A parent who is not an attorney may not appear pro se on behalf of a
minor child. Temporary restraining orders and preliminary injunctions

require consideration of likelihood of success on the merits,



PRECEDENTIAL VALUE

PARTIES

TOPICS

civil procedure  injunctions

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure  civil rights

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

irreparable harm, harm to others, and the public interest; irreparable
injury must be certain and immediate rather than speculative or

theoretical.
unknown

Ashley Humphrey, individually and as next friend of J.H., a minor v.
Maury County Board of Education, et al.

ada / disability ~ section 1983  standing

disability discrimination injunctive relief

1. Whether a nonlawyer parent may proceed pro se on behalf of her minor child's personal claims.

2. Whether Plaintiff was entitled to a temporary restraining order or preliminary injunction based on

alleged threats of school violence, truancy enforcement, and child-protective-services referrals.

HOLDINGS

1. A parent who is not an attorney may not appear pro se on behalf of a minor child because the child's

personal cause of action belongs to the child and is not the parent's own claim. Plaintiff therefore could

not litigate J.H.'s Rehabilitation Act, ADA, Section 1983, equal-protection, or related state-law claims

without counsel.

. The emergency motion for a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction was properly denied
because it depended on claims asserted on behalf of a party not properly before the court, Plaintiff had
not shown a likelihood of success on those claims, and the alleged future injuries were speculative rather

than certain and immediate.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Parents cannot appear pro se on behalf of their minor children because a minor’s personal cause of action is

[his] own and does not belong to [his] parent or representative.” (Section II)

“That factor is indispensable: If the plaintiff isn’t facing imminent and irreparable injury, there’s no need to

grant relief now as opposed to at the end of the lawsuit.” (Section I1I)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff alleged that her minor son, J.H., had been subjected to bullying and physical attacks at school and

feared further harm if he returned. She also alleged that school officials threatened truancy proceedings and



referrals to child protective services when she kept him home. Plaintiff sought emergency relief based primarily

on the alleged risk of future attacks and consequences for keeping J.H. out of school.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court granted Plaintiff pauper status and ordered her to amend because a nonlawyer parent could not litigate
her minor child's claims pro se. Plaintiff challenged that order, filed amended pleadings asserting claims on
behalf of J.H., and moved for permission to proceed pro se and for a temporary restraining order and preliminary
injunction. The court denied permission to proceed pro se, stated that the claims brought on J.H.'s behalf would

be dismissed without prejudice by separate order, and denied the emergency motions.
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