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SUMMARY

The Fifth District Court of Appeals at Dallas dismissed Sandra Crenshaw’s appeal from a pre-filing
order. The court had requested jurisdictional briefing and warned that the appeal could be dismissed if
the briefing was not filed; because Crenshaw did not submit the requested brief, the court dismissed
the appeal under Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 42.3(b) and (c).

CASE DETAILS

COURT Court of Appeals of Texas, Fifth District at Dallas

WRITING FOR THE COURT Emily Miskel; Justice Partida-Kipness; Justice Reichek

JURISDICTION Texas

DECIDED September 28, 2023

DOCKET No. 05-23-00827-CV

DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appellant appealed a pre-filing order. The court questioned its
jurisdiction, requested jurisdictional briefing, warned that the appeal
could be dismissed if the briefing was not filed, and dismissed the
appeal after appellant failed to respond.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published memorandum opinion

PARTIES Sandra Crenshaw v. Limestone County Judge Patrick Simmons

TOPICS

appellate jurisdiction appellate procedure civil procedure

PRACTICE AREAS

Appellate procedure Civil procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal should be dismissed when the appellate court questioned its jurisdiction, requested
jurisdictional briefing, warned appellant that dismissal could follow, and appellant failed to file the



requested brief.

HOLDINGS

1. The appeal was properly dismissed after appellant failed to file the jurisdictional brief requested by the
court despite being warned that the appeal was subject to dismissal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To date, appellant has not filed the requested brief. Accordingly, we dismiss this appeal.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appeal concerned a pre-filing order. The appellate court questioned whether it had jurisdiction and requested
briefing from the parties. Appellant did not file the requested jurisdictional brief by the deadline.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal from a pre-filing order was pending before the Fifth District Court of Appeals of Texas at Dallas. On
August 25, 2023, the court sent the parties a letter questioning jurisdiction and ordered jurisdictional briefing by
September 4, 2023. After appellant failed to file the requested brief despite the warning, the court dismissed the
appeal under Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 42.3(b) and (c).
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