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SUMMARY

The Georgia Court of Appeals dismissed Marcus A. Watkins’s appeal for lack of jurisdiction because
he filed his notice of appeal 16 days after the court granted his discretionary-appeal application, rather
than within the required 10-day period. The court held that timely filing of the notice of appeal is an
absolute jurisdictional requirement under OCGA §§ 5-6-35(g) and 5-6-48(b)(1).
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Court of Appeals had jurisdiction when Watkins filed his notice of appeal sixteen days after
the order granting discretionary review, rather than within the required ten-day period.



HOLDINGS

1. A notice of appeal filed after the ten-day period specified in the order granting a discretionary appeal is
untimely and fails to confer jurisdiction on the Court of Appeals.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The timely filing of a notice of appeal is an absolute requirement to confer jurisdiction on this Court.”

“Because Watkins failed to file his notice of appeal within 10 days of our order granting his application, his
notice of appeal is untimely.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Court of Appeals granted Marcus A. Watkins's application for discretionary appeal on April 5, 2016. Its
order expressly required him to file a notice of appeal within ten days. Watkins filed the notice on April 21,
sixteen days after the order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On April 5, 2016, the Court of Appeals granted Watkins's application for discretionary appeal and notified him
that he had ten days to file his notice of appeal. Watkins filed the notice sixteen days later, on April 21, 2016.
The court dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction because the notice was untimely.
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