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SUMMARY

The First District Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Lillian Ward’s appeal for lack of jurisdiction
because her notice of appeal was filed more than ten years after the trial court’s final order approving
the assignment of structured settlement payments. The court also dismissed all pending motions as
moot.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal filed more than thirty days after entry of the
trial court's final order.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed for lack of jurisdiction when the appellant failed to show that
the notice of appeal was timely filed.

HOLDINGS

1. A notice of appeal from a final judgment must generally be filed within thirty days after the judgment is
entered, and Ward's notice filed on June 24, 2025, was untimely as to the trial court's April 20, 2015
order.

2. The court of appeals must dismiss an appeal for lack of jurisdiction when the notice of appeal was not
timely filed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Absent a timely filed notice of appeal, we lack jurisdiction over an appeal.” (at 1)

“We dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction. See TEX. R. APP. P. 42.3(a), (c), 43.2(f).” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court entered a Final Order Approving Assignment of Structured Settlement Payments on April 20,
2015. Ward did not file her notice of appeal until June 24, 2025. After being directed to demonstrate that the
appeal was timely and within the court's jurisdiction, she filed an unsigned response that failed to establish either
point.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 125th District Court of Harris County, Texas, entered the challenged final order on April 20, 2015. Ward
filed her notice of appeal on June 24, 2025. After the court notified her that it appeared to lack jurisdiction and
requested a response, Ward filed an unsigned response that did not establish timely filing or appellate
jurisdiction. The court dismissed the appeal and all pending motions as moot.
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