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Universa Investments · No. 1:18-cv-24286-GAYLES/SHAW-WILDER · Decided March 23, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida adopted a magistrate judge’s
report and recommendation granting Defendants’ motion to vacate under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 60(b)(4). The court vacated the clerk’s default and final default judgment and ordered
Plaintiff to properly serve Defendants within 90 days.
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DISPOSITION vacated

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed a magistrate judge's Report and
Recommendation concerning Defendants' motion to vacate under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b)(4), conducted de novo review
of the specifically objected-to portions, adopted the Report in full,
granted the motion, and vacated the Clerk's Default and Final Default
Judgment.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Specific objections to a magistrate judge's report and recommendation
are reviewed de novo; portions to which no specific objection is made
are reviewed for clear error.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished federal district court order; precedential status is not
established in the source.

TOPICS
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PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure commercial litigation trademark

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court should adopt the magistrate judge's recommendation concerning Defendants'
Rule 60(b)(4) motion.

2. Whether the Clerk's Default and Final Default Judgment should be vacated.

3. What service-related action Plaintiff must take after the default and judgment are vacated.

HOLDINGS

1. Specific objections to a magistrate judge's report and recommendation receive de novo review, while
unobjected-to portions are reviewed for clear error.

2. The Rule 60(b)(4) motion is granted, and the Clerk's Default and Final Default Judgment are vacated.

3. Plaintiff must properly effectuate service on Defendants within ninety days of the order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court has conducted a de novo review of the record, including the Report, the Motion, and Plaintiff's
Objection, and agrees with Judge Shaw-Wilder’s well-reasoned analysis and conclusion that the Motion
should be granted.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff Universa Investments L.P. obtained a Clerk's Default and a Final Default Judgment against Defendants
Alexander Borodich and Universa Corporation, Ltd. Defendants sought relief from those orders under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b)(4). After the magistrate judge recommended granting the motion, the district court
adopted that recommendation, vacated the default and judgment, and directed Plaintiff to properly serve
Defendants within ninety days.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Defendants moved to vacate the Clerk's Default and Final Default Judgment under Rule 60(b)(4). The magistrate
judge recommended granting the motion, Plaintiff objected, and the district court conducted de novo review
before adopting the recommendation and granting relief.

DISPOSITION

vacated

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



No remand was ordered. Plaintiff shall properly effectuate service on Defendants within ninety days of the order.
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