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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri denied Joseph Michael Devon
Engel’s post-judgment motion to reopen his action against PayPal. The court characterized the motion
as frivolous, cited Engel’s prior abusive litigation practices, and directed the Clerk to return any future
submissions in the closed matter unfiled.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff filed a post-judgment motion to reopen a closed civil action.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished and nonprecedential district court order

PARTIES Joseph Michael Devon Engel v. PayPal

TOPICS

civil procedure

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure prisoner litigation

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff's post-judgment motion to reopen should be granted.

2. Whether the Clerk should be directed to return future documents submitted in the closed matter unfiled.

HOLDINGS



1. The motion to reopen was denied as frivolous.

2. The Clerk was directed to return any additional documents submitted by Plaintiff in the closed matter
unfiled.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court will therefore deny the motion and direct the Clerk to return any future documents to Plaintiff
unfiled.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff, a prisoner subject to 28 U.S.C. § 1915(g), alleged that PayPal permitted someone to hack his account
and take over his identity in August 2021. He sought information about the status of the action and permission to
proceed with claims against PayPal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The action was closed before Plaintiff filed the motion to reopen. The district court reviewed the post-judgment
motion, denied it as frivolous, and ordered the Clerk to return any additional documents submitted in the closed
matter unfiled.

DISPOSITION

other

CASES CITED

Engel v. Jefferson County Sheriff Dep't, No. 4:21-cv-00896-SEP, 2021 WL 4133791, at *3 (E.D. Mo. Sept.
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