
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
FLORIDA, TAMPA DIVISION

In the Matter of the Complaint of Todd Rosenthal, as Owner, of the
2013 Everglades 243CC

Rosenthal · No. 8:25-cv-2000-KKM-CPT · Decided February 18, 2026

SUMMARY

This document is a default judgment entered by the United States District Court for the Middle
District of Florida, Tampa Division, in an admiralty limitation-of-liability proceeding involving Todd
Rosenthal and a 2013 Everglades 243CC vessel. The court entered final judgment by default, granting
exoneration in favor of Rosenthal against potential claimants who failed to file claims or answers
within the notice period. The document also includes standard information concerning attorney’s fees,
costs, and appellate deadlines.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa
Division

DECIDED February 18, 2026

DOCKET 8:25-cv-2000-KKM-CPT

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Default judgment in an admiralty limitation-of-liability action after
potential claimants failed to file claims or answers within the
established notice period.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE nonprecedential

TOPICS

limitation of liability admiralty default judgment final judgment rule appellate procedure

PRACTICE AREAS

admiralty limitation of liability civil procedure appellate procedure

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the petitioner was entitled to final judgment by default against potential claimants who failed to
file a claim or answer within the established notice period.



2. Whether the petitioner was entitled to exoneration from liability in the limitation-of-liability proceeding.

HOLDINGS

1. The court entered final judgment by default in favor of Todd Rosenthal and against all non-appearing
potential claimants who failed to file a claim or answer within the established notice period.

2. The court awarded final judgment for exoneration by default in favor of Todd Rosenthal against the non-
appearing potential claimants.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Final judgment for exoneration by default in favor of Todd Rosenthal and against all non- appearing
potential claimants who failed to file a claim or answer within the established notice period.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Todd Rosenthal was the owner of the 2013 Everglades 243CC, identified by hull identification number
RJDJ0224H213. He brought an admiralty action seeking exoneration from or limitation of liability. Potential
claimants failed to file claims or answers within the court-established notice period.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Todd Rosenthal, as owner of the vessel 2013 Everglades 243CC, filed a complaint seeking exoneration from or
limitation of liability. After notice was provided, potential claimants who failed to file a claim or answer within
the established period were treated as non-appearing. The district court entered final judgment by default in
favor of Rosenthal and against those non-appearing potential claimants.
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