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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia accepted Dennis S. Childers’ petition for voluntary discipline after he
admitted abandoning or disregarding client matters and failing to respond to disciplinary authorities.
The Court imposed a six-month suspension, backdated to December 1, 1999, when Childers had been
placed under interim suspension, citing mitigating circumstances including his lack of prior discipline,
cooperation, remorse, and serious personal and emotional problems.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Attorney disciplinary matter brought on Respondent Dennis S.
Childers' petition for voluntary discipline under Bar Rule 4-227 (b),
before issuance of formal complaints.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published disciplinary opinion; precedential as to the Court's
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TOPICS
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PRACTICE AREAS

legal ethics and professional responsibility attorney discipline administrative law

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Supreme Court of Georgia should accept Childers' petition for voluntary discipline based
on his admitted violations of Standards 44 and 68.

2. What discipline should be imposed, including whether the suspension should be backdated to the date of
Childers' interim suspension.



HOLDINGS

1. The Court accepted Childers' petition for voluntary discipline after considering his admitted violations,
mitigating circumstances, and the absence of aggravating factors.

2. Childers was suspended from the practice of law for six months, with the suspension backdated to
December 1, 1999, the date of his interim suspension.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, it hereby is ordered that Childers be suspended from the practice of law for a period of six
months.” (338)

“Six-month suspension backdated to December 1, 1999.” (338)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In one matter, Childers failed to respond to discovery requests in a lawsuit against General Motors Acceptance
Corporation, resulting in dismissal after his clients did not timely respond to the dismissal motion. In another
matter, he failed to respond to Ford Motor Company's summary-judgment motion, failed to appear at the
hearing, and did not return his client's calls or requests for her case file. Childers admitted violating disciplinary
Standards 44 and 68 and asserted mitigating circumstances including no prior disciplinary record, cooperation,
remorse, and serious personal and emotional problems.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Two disciplinary matters were pending against Childers. He admitted violating Standards 44 and 68 of Bar Rule
4-102 (d), proposed a six-month suspension, and requested that it be backdated to the date of his interim
suspension. The State Bar had no objection, and the Supreme Court of Georgia accepted the petition and
imposed the requested six-month suspension, backdated to December 1, 1999.
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