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SUMMARY

The Fourteenth Court of Appeals ordered the official court reporter to file the reporter’s record in an
appeal concerning M.S.D. by October 1, 2012. The order noted the court’s authority and the joint

responsibility of the trial and appellate courts to ensure the timely filing of the appellate record.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether the request for additional time to file the reporter's record should be granted.

2. What deadline and enforcement mechanism should govern the late filing of the reporter's record.

HOLDINGS



1. The court granted the request in part and denied it in part, ordering the official court reporter to file the

reporter's record by October 1, 2012.

2. The trial and appellate courts are jointly responsible for ensuring that the appellate record is timely filed,
and the appellate court may direct the trial court to conduct a hearing concerning the reason for a failure

to file the record.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The trial and appellate courts are jointly responsible for ensuring that the appellate record is timely filed.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The reporter's record in the appeal was due on September 10, 2012, but had not been filed. On September 11, the
appellate court ordered the court reporters to file the record by September 24, 2012. Because the record still
would not be filed within the prescribed period, the court ordered the official court reporter to file it by October

1, 2012, and warned that no further extension would be entertained absent exceptional circumstances.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

M.S.D. appealed from the 387th District Court of Fort Bend County, Texas, in trial court cause number 11-DCV-
191748. The reporter's record was due September 10, 2012. After the court ordered the court reporters to file the
record by September 24, 2012, the record remained unfiled, prompting the court to grant in part and deny in part

a request for additional time and issue a further filing deadline.
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