
SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

Battilla v. Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Co.
392 So. 2d 874 (Fla. 1980) · No. No. 55908 · Decided December 11, 1980

SUMMARY

The Florida Supreme Court reversed a circuit court judgment holding that the product liability action
was barred by Florida's twelve-year statute of repose for products liability claims, section 95.031(2),
Florida Statutes (1975). Relying on Overland Construction Co. v. Sirmons and related cases, the Court
held that the statute, as applied, denied access to courts under article I, section 21 of the Florida
Constitution; a dissent would have upheld the statute.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether applying section 95.031(2), Florida Statutes (1975), to this product-liability action violates the
Florida Constitution's access-to-courts guarantee.

2. Whether the circuit court correctly held that section 95.031 barred the product-liability action.

HOLDINGS

1. As applied to this case, section 95.031 denies access to courts in violation of article I, section 21, of the
Florida Constitution.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We reverse on the authority of Overland Construction Co. v. Sirmons, 369 So. 2d 572 (Fla. 1979), and hold
that, as applied to this case, section 95.031 denies access to courts under article I, section 21, Florida
Constitution.” (392 So. 2d at 874)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The plaintiffs brought a product-liability action against the manufacturer and its insurer. The circuit court
concluded that section 95.031(2), Florida Statutes (1975), barred the action twelve years after the product's sale.
The Florida Supreme Court addressed whether applying that statute to the plaintiffs' action denied access to
courts under article I, section 21, of the Florida Constitution.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Circuit Court of the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit in and for Broward County held that section 95.031,
Florida Statutes (1975), barred the product-liability action. The Florida Supreme Court exercised jurisdiction
because the judgment passed on the validity of a state law and reversed.

DISPOSITION

reversed
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