MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT

Chambers v. Wayne County Airport Authority, 483 Mich. 1081

765 N.W.2d 890 (2009) - No. 136900 - Decided June 12, 2009

SUMMARY

The Michigan Supreme Court granted reconsideration, vacated its prior order, and denied leave to

appeal in a slip-and-fall case involving the public-building exception to governmental immunity. The

dissenting opinions argued that the plaintiff failed to satisfy the 120-day written notice requirement

under MCL 691.1406 and criticized the Court of Appeals' treatment of an internal incident report as

statutory notice.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether the Michigan Supreme Court should grant reconsideration of its prior order.

2. Whether the application for leave to appeal from the Michigan Court of Appeals judgment should be
granted.

HOLDINGS
1. The Court granted the motion for reconsideration and vacated its December 19, 2008 order.

2. The application for leave to appeal the Michigan Court of Appeals judgment was denied because the

Court was not persuaded that the questions presented should be reviewed.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The case arose from Chambers's slip and fall in a puddle of water at Detroit Metropolitan Airport. The dissent
stated that Chambers did not serve Wayne County Airport Authority with written notice of the occurrence, injury,
and defect within 120 days. Chambers instead relied on an internal incident report prepared by the Authority and

an informal oral statement to an Authority officer.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Chambers brought an action arising from a slip and fall in a puddle of water at Detroit Metropolitan Airport. The
Court of Appeals entered judgment on June 5, 2008. The Michigan Supreme Court previously entered an order
on December 19, 2008, but on reconsideration vacated that order and denied leave to appeal because it was not

persuaded that the questions presented warranted review.
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