
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA

Tammie LaRae Bowser Foreign Grantor Trust v. Shellpoint
Mortgage Servicing

No. CV 25-5855-JFW(AGRx), United States District Court for the Central District of California (July 22, 2025)

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Central District of California dismissed without prejudice an
action brought by the Tammie LaRae Bowser Foreign Grantor Trust. The court held that Bowser, a
non-attorney, could not represent the trust pro se absent a showing that she was the beneficial owner of
the trust's claims, and noted her failure to respond to two orders to show cause and repeated violations
of court rules and orders.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court sua sponte dismissed the action without prejudice
after the individual attempting to represent the trust pro se failed to
respond to two orders to show cause and failed to obtain counsel for
the trust.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status is not identified in
the source.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a non-attorney trustee may represent a trust pro se in federal court.

2. Whether the action should be dismissed when the individual attempting to represent the trust fails to
obtain counsel and fails to respond to orders to show cause.

3. Whether repeated violations of court orders and Local Rules provide an independent basis for dismissal
under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(b).

HOLDINGS

1. A non-attorney generally may not represent a trust pro se in federal court because the privilege of self-
representation is personal to the individual, not to a trust or other entity. A trustee may do so only if she
demonstrates that she is the beneficial owner of the trust's claims.

2. The action was properly dismissed without prejudice because Bowser failed to respond to two orders to
show cause concerning her improper pro se representation of the trust and failed to obtain counsel for
the trust.

3. Repeated violations of the court's standing order, self-representation order, and Local Rules supplied a
separate ground for dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(b).

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, although a non-attorney may appear pro se, “that privilege is personal to him.”” (Order
discussion)

“As a result, a pro se litigant generally may not “pursu[e] claims on behalf of others in a representative
capacity.”” (Order discussion)

“In addition, the Ninth Circuit has explicitly held that a non-attorney trustee may not represent a trust pro se
in federal court.” (Order discussion)

“Accordingly, this action is DISMISSED without prejudice.” (Order discussion)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Tammie LaRae Bowser attempted to represent the Tammie LaRae Bowser Foreign Grantor Trust pro se in
federal court. The court had warned her through two orders to show cause that the trust could not proceed
without authorized counsel, but she failed to respond and failed to obtain counsel for the trust. She also
repeatedly filed documents that violated the court's standing order, self-representation order, and Local Rules.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court issued orders to show cause on July 7 and July 14, 2025, concerning Bowser's attempt to represent the
trust without counsel. Bowser did not respond to either order and did not obtain counsel. The court also found
repeated violations of its standing order, self-representation order, and Local Rules, and dismissed the action
without prejudice under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(b).
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