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SUMMARY

The Oklahoma Supreme Court held that the gist of Initiative Petition 419, State Question 802, was
sufficient and not misleading in describing a proposed Medicaid expansion using a 133% federal
poverty-level threshold. The Court also denied the remaining constitutional challenges to the initiative

petition.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the gist of Initiative Petition 419 was misleading or insufficient because it stated that Medicaid

eligibility would extend to adults whose income did not exceed 133% of the federal poverty level.

2. Whether the remaining constitutional challenges to Initiative Petition 419, State Question 802, had

merit.

HOLDINGS

1. The gist's use of 133% of the federal poverty level was not misleading, and the gist was sufficient.

2. The remaining constitutional challenges to Initiative Petition 419, State Question 802, were meritless
and were denied.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“By its very nature, the gist is a simple statement that summarizes the petition.” (Y 1)

“The gist informs signers of what the proposed amendment is intended to do--"expand Oklahoma's Medicaid
program to include certain low-income adults between the ages of 18 and 65 whose income does not exceed

133% of the federal poverty level, as permitted under the federal Medicaid laws."” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Initiative Petition 419, State Question 802, proposed expanding Oklahoma's Medicaid program to certain low-
income adults ages 18 through 65 whose income did not exceed 133% of the federal poverty level. Petitioners

argued that the gist's reference to 133% was misleading and also challenged the constitutionality of the initiative.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Oklahoma Supreme Court heard oral argument on June 18, 2019, concerning the protest to Initiative

Petition 419. The court denied the challenge to the gist and denied the remaining constitutional challenges.
DISPOSITION

other

CASES CITED

e McDonald v. Thompson, 2018 OK 25, 414 P.3d 367, 373

OPINION

PER CURIAM.
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Supp. 2015 § 8 (B) & (C). We find that the challenge to the gist's use of 133% in determining
eligibility for the proposed Medicaid expansion is not misleading and is sufficient. In McDonald v.

Thompson, we stated that "[b]y its very nature, the gist is a simple statement that summarizes the
petition." 2018 OK 25, § 12, 414 P.3d 367, 373.

We believe the language of the gist is clear. The gist informs signers of what the proposed
amendment is intended to do--"expand Oklahoma's Medicaid program to include certain low-
income adults between the ages of 18 and 65 whose income does not exceed 133% of the federal
poverty level, as permitted under the federal Medicaid laws." (emphasis added). 92 The remaining

challenges to the constitutionality of Initiative Petition 419, State Question 802, are also denied.
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