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SUMMARY

The Ninth Court of Appeals of Texas denied Mandy Jo Cook’s petition for a writ of mandamus and
motion for temporary relief. The court held that her challenge to the trial court’s judgment nunc pro
tunc correcting a divorce decree could be addressed in her pending appeal, and that the benefits of

mandamus review were outweighed by its detriments.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether mandamus relief was appropriate to challenge a judgment nunc pro tunc allegedly entered after

expiration of the trial court's plenary power.

2. Whether Cook had an adequate remedy by appeal when she had already perfected an appeal from the

judgment nunc pro tunc.

3. Whether temporary relief was warranted to prevent enforcement of the substituted decree or distribution
of disputed sale proceeds.

HOLDINGS

1. Mandamus relief was not appropriate because Cook's challenge to the judgment nunc pro tunc could be
addressed in the appeal she had already perfected.

2. The motion for temporary relief was denied.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The adequacy of an appellate remedy must be determined by balancing the benefits of mandamus review
against the detriments.” (at 3)

“Under the circumstances presented in the mandamus record, the benefits of mandamus review are

outweighed by the detriments.” (at 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court entered a divorce decree and related conservatorship and child-support order on December 4,
2025. On April 16, 2026, after a hearing, it granted a motion for judgment nunc pro tunc and entered a
substituted decree that materially changed property allocations, debts, sanctions, possession of animals,
visitation provisions, and injunctions. Cook argued that these were judicial rather than clerical corrections made
after plenary power expired and that the substituted decree could affect a pending residence closing and
enforcement proceedings.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 411th District Court of San Jacinto County signed a Final Decree of Divorce and Order for Conservatorship
and Child Support on December 4, 2025. After the trial court granted a motion for judgment nunc pro tunc and
entered a substituted decree on April 16, 2026, Mandy Jo Cook perfected an appeal from that judgment and
sought mandamus relief, asserting that the substituted decree made judicial rather than clerical corrections and
was being enforced while the appeal was pending. The court of appeals denied the mandamus petition and the
motion for temporary relief because the dispute could be addressed in the appeal and the benefits of mandamus

review were outweighed by its detriments.
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