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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida consolidated two mandamus proceedings brought by Frank C. Johnson
against The Bank of New York Mellon Trust Company. The court sanctioned Johnson for abusive pro
se filing practices and directed the clerk to reject future filings concerning specified Alachua County
foreclosure cases unless signed by Florida Bar counsel.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Johnson showed cause why he should not be sanctioned for abusive and excessive pro se
filings.

2. Whether the Supreme Court of Florida could restrict Johnson's future pro se filings in specified
foreclosure-related cases.

HOLDINGS

1. Johnson failed to show cause why he should not be sanctioned based on his extensive and abusive use of
the judicial process.

2. The Court may exercise its inherent power to protect itself from abuse of the judicial process by
requiring that specified future filings be signed by a member in good standing of The Florida Bar.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, we now exercise the inherent power of this Court to protect itself from abuse of the judicial
process and bar Petitioner Johnson from any future pro se filings of any kind related to his foreclosure
proceedings.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Johnson had initiated numerous proceedings and submitted a large volume of pro se filings in various courts,
including twenty-one proceedings in the Supreme Court of Florida since 2004. Many of his recent filings
concerned foreclosure proceedings in the Alachua County circuit court, and he had not obtained relief on the
merits in the proceedings disposed of by the Supreme Court.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Johnson filed petitions for writs of mandamus in two cases. The Supreme Court consolidated the cases and
dismissed the petitions under Pettway v. State, while retaining jurisdiction to consider sanctions. After reviewing
Johnson's response to a show-cause order and his extensive history of pro se filings, the Court barred future pro
se filings concerning two specified Alachua County circuit court cases unless signed by Florida Bar counsel.
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