UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA

Alison Helen Fairchild v. Brian Chesky

No. CV 25-1747 JGB (PVC) - No. No. CV 25-1747 JGB (PVC) - Decided March 14, 2025

SUMMARY

The Central District of California summarily dismissed Alison Helen Fairchild’s action without
prejudice. The court found that Fairchild violated a prior vexatious-litigant order by filing related
claims in the Northern District of California to avoid the filing restrictions, and that venue was clearly

appropriate in the Central District. The dismissal was entered on March 13, 2025.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the Central District of California
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff filed a civil-rights complaint in the Northern District of

California. That action was transferred to the Central District of
California, which summarily dismissed it without prejudice based on a

prior vexatious-litigant order and improper forum selection.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; limited persuasive value.
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PRACTICE AREAS
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a plaintiff subject to a Central District vexatious-litigant filing restriction may circumvent that

restriction by filing claims arising in the Central District in a neighboring federal district.



2. Whether the action should be summarily dismissed without prejudice after transfer to the Central

District where venue was appropriate there and the filing was designed to evade the prior vexatious-
litigant order.

HOLDINGS

1. A plaintiff may not circumvent a Central District vexatious-litigant order by initiating in a neighboring
district claims that arise in the Central District, particularly where venue is clearly appropriate in the
Central District.

2. The action was summarily dismissed without prejudice because Plaintiff deliberately filed in the

Northern District to evade the Central District vexatious-litigant order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, this action is summarily DISMISSED WITHOUT PREJUDICE.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Fairchild had previously been declared a vexatious litigant, subject to an order requiring her to submit that order
and seek leave before initiating a new civil action in the Central District of California. She filed a civil-rights
complaint in the Northern District of California concerning incidents related to a short-term property rental in
Riverside without complying with the prior order. The Northern District determined that the relevant witnesses
and information were located in the Los Angeles and Riverside areas, that the appearing defendant resided in the

Central District, and that the filing constituted forum shopping to avoid the vexatious-litigant order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

In 2019, the Central District of California declared Alison Helen Fairchild and Arogant Hollywood vexatious
litigants and required them to obtain leave before initiating a new civil action in that district. In September 2024,
Fairchild filed this civil-rights action in the Northern District of California without complying with that order.
The Northern District transferred the case to the Central District after finding that the relevant witnesses,
information, and an appearing defendant were located there and that Fairchild had engaged in impermissible

forum shopping. The Central District summarily dismissed the action without prejudice.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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