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SUMMARY

The court grants Donald W. Sanders leave to proceed in forma pauperis and assesses an initial partial
filing fee of $1.00. On screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B), the court dismisses without
prejudice his claim seeking removal of an encumbrance on his federal inmate trust account, holding
that a prior criminal-case order authorized use of the funds toward restitution. The court certifies that
an appeal would not be taken in good faith.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE A self-represented federal prisoner filed a civil action seeking an order
directing the Federal Bureau of Prisons to remove an encumbrance
from his inmate trust account. The court granted leave to proceed in
forma pauperis, screened the complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915, and
dismissed the claims without prejudice as frivolous and for failure to
state a claim.

STANDARD OF REVIEW On initial review under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2), the court accepts well-
pleaded facts as true, liberally construes a self-represented complaint,
and dismisses if the action is frivolous, malicious, fails to state a claim
upon which relief may be granted, or seeks monetary relief from an
immune defendant. A complaint must plead sufficient factual matter to
state a facially plausible claim.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Sanders's complaint stated a plausible claim for an order requiring the Federal Bureau of
Prisons to remove the encumbrance on his inmate trust account.

2. Whether the complaint was subject to dismissal as frivolous or for failure to state a claim under 28
U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B).

3. Whether Sanders was entitled to proceed in forma pauperis and, if so, what initial partial filing fee
should be assessed.

HOLDINGS

1. The court granted Sanders leave to proceed in forma pauperis and assessed an initial partial filing fee of
$1.00.

2. The complaint failed to state a plausible claim for relief because the requested encumbrance removal
would conflict with a prior criminal-case order authorizing payment of restitution from Sanders's inmate
trust account.

3. The complaint was dismissed without prejudice as frivolous and for failure to state a claim upon which
relief may be granted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A claim has facial plausibility when the plaintiff pleads factual content that allows the court to draw the
reasonable inference that the defendant is liable for the misconduct alleged.”

“The Court cannot order that trust funds be “unencumbered,” as this issue was ruled on over three years
ago.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Sanders, a federal prisoner, sought an order requiring the Federal Bureau of Prisons to unencumber his inmate
trust account. He was sentenced in 2005 to 33 months' imprisonment and ordered to pay $73,352.14 in
restitution. After funds were transferred from a county-jail account to his federal inmate trust account, the St.



Louis U.S. Attorney's Office caused approximately $1,031.31 to be encumbered for payment toward restitution.
Sanders alleged that the encumbrance had continued for approximately four and one-half years, but the court
determined that a 2022 order in his criminal case had already authorized the deduction over his objections.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sanders filed the action and moved to proceed in forma pauperis. The court granted that motion, assessed an
initial partial filing fee of $1.00, and conducted statutory screening. The court determined that a prior order in
Sanders's criminal case had already authorized deduction of restitution from his inmate trust account, dismissed
the civil complaint without prejudice, directed the Clerk to send Sanders that prior order, and certified that an
appeal would not be taken in good faith.
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