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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida granted in part Samuel Cruz
Garcia’s habeas petition challenging his immigration detention without an individualized bond
determination. The Court held that his detention was governed by 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), rather than §
1225(b)(2), because he had been living in the United States before his arrest, and ordered an
individualized bond hearing or release. The Court dismissed the other respondents, declined to reach

the remaining claims, and retained jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Garcia was detained under the mandatory-detention provisions of 8 U.S.C. § 1225(b)(2) or the
discretionary-detention provisions of 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a).

2. Whether Garcia was entitled to an individualized bond hearing under § 1226(a).

3. Whether the district court should reach Garcia's additional due-process and detention claims after

granting relief on the bond-hearing claim.

4. Whether the immediate custodian was the only proper respondent in a habeas challenge to present

physical confinement.

HOLDINGS

1. A noncitizen who entered without inspection but lived in the United States for years before being
detained, and who was not apprehended while entering the country or shortly thereafter, is detained
under § 1226(a), not § 1225(b)(2).

2. Because Garcia was detained under § 1226(a), he was entitled to an individualized bond hearing under

that provision.

3. The court declined to reach the merits of Garcia's remaining claims because the requested bond-hearing
relief was granted, while allowing him to renew those claims if respondents failed to provide the

hearing.

4. The warden of the facility where Garcia was detained was the only proper respondent; the other named

respondents were dismissed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Those noncitizens are “therefore entitled to a bond hearing.”” (I111. ANALYSIS)

“Respondent shall afford Petitioner an individualized bond hearing consistent with 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a) on or
before May 13, 2026 or otherwise release Petitioner.” (IV. CONCLUSION)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Garcia, a Cuban national, entered the United States without inspection on February 25, 2022, was apprehended
by Customs and Border Protection, and was released from ICE custody on an order of recognizance on March
29, 2022. After DHS-initiated removal proceedings were dismissed in December 2025, ICE arrested Garcia
during targeted operations in Miami and placed him in expedited removal proceedings. Garcia remained

detained at the Krome North Service Processing Center without an individualized bond determination while his
removal proceedings continued.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Garcia filed a habeas petition challenging his detention at the Krome North Service Processing Center. The
district court ordered the respondents to show cause, received an opposition and reply, and granted the petition in
part. The court held that Garcia's detention was governed by 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), ordered an individualized bond
hearing or release, dismissed all respondents except the immediate custodian, and retained jurisdiction for

possible further proceedings.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

No remand was ordered. The respondent was ordered to provide Garcia an individualized bond hearing
consistent with 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a) by May 13, 2026, or release him; file a status report by May 23, 2026; and

the court retained jurisdiction to address further matters.
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