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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of California denied Plaintiff Iana
Rodionova’s motion to seal her in forma pauperis application. The court held that the application
contained no information requiring redaction and that the plaintiff had not shown that sealing was
warranted under Civil Local Rule 79-5.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff, proceeding pro se, moved to seal her application to proceed
in forma pauperis. The court construed the filing as a motion to seal
the application under Civil Local Rule 79-5.1.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied the standards governing sealing judicial records
under Civil Local Rule 79-5, including the requirement of a specific
showing of the interests supporting sealing, the injury from disclosure,
and why a less restrictive alternative is insufficient.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status unknown
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff's application to proceed in forma pauperis should be sealed under Civil Local Rule 79-
5.

HOLDINGS

1. The motion to seal was denied because Plaintiff did not establish a basis for sealing the application, and
the financial information in the application was not sufficiently private to warrant sealing or redaction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The public has a right of access to the Court’s files.” (at 1)

“Litigants must “minimize the number of documents filed under seal” and “avoid wherever possible sealing
entire documents (as opposed to merely redacting the truly sensitive information in a document).”” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Iana Rodionova filed a motion to seal her application to proceed in forma pauperis. The application contained
financial information, but the court found that none of it required redaction. The court noted that financial
affidavits supporting in forma pauperis applications are generally filed publicly.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed an application to proceed in forma pauperis and then moved to seal it. The district court denied the
motion to seal, finding that the application contained no information requiring redaction and that financial
affidavits supporting in forma pauperis applications are generally publicly filed.
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