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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Supreme Court considered whether the Town of Cooks Valley's nonmetallic mining
ordinance was a zoning ordinance requiring Chippewa County Board approval. Applying a functional
approach, the court concluded that the ordinance was a non-zoning police-power regulation because it
did not create districts, establish generally permitted land uses, or comprehensively allocate land uses
throughout the town. The court reversed the circuit court's judgment in favor of the plaintiffs.
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DISPOSITION reversed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The plaintiffs brought a declaratory judgment action challenging the
validity of the Town's Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance. The circuit
court granted summary judgment for the plaintiffs, and the Town
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Town's Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance was a zoning ordinance requiring Chippewa County
Board approval under Wisconsin law.

HOLDINGS

1. The ordinance was not a zoning ordinance. It was a valid non-zoning ordinance enacted under the
Town's general police power, so Chippewa County Board approval was not required.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Rather, we determine whether the Ordinance is a zoning ordinance using a functional approach.” (338 Wis.
2d 497)

“The Ordinance is a non-zoning ordinance adopted under the Town's police power. Accordingly, the
ordinance did not need county board approval, and we reverse the judgment of the circuit court.” (338 Wis.
2d 498)

“Thus, we hold that the Ordinance is a valid exercise of the Town's non-zoning police power; no county board
approval was required.” (338 Wis. 2d 523)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The plaintiffs owned land in the Town of Cooks Valley, had engaged in nonmetallic mining previously, and
might seek to conduct mining operations in the future. The Town adopted a Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance
requiring permits for commercial sand and gravel pits and authorizing conditions concerning reclamation, roads,
operating hours, traffic, groundwater, wells, dust, and related health and safety concerns. The ordinance applied
throughout the Town, did not create zoning districts, and exempted existing mines unless they were expanded.
Chippewa County had countywide zoning, but the Town did not obtain county board approval before adopting
the ordinance.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Chippewa County Circuit Court, James M. Isaacson presiding, concluded that the ordinance was a zoning
ordinance and granted summary judgment to the plaintiffs. Because Chippewa County had countywide zoning,
the circuit court determined that county board approval was required. The Town appealed, and the court of
appeals certified the appeal to the Wisconsin Supreme Court under Wis. Stat. Rule 809.61.

DISPOSITION

reversed
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