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SUMMARY

In this interlocutory appeal from a denial of qualified immunity, the Sixth Circuit dismissed the appeal

for lack of appellate jurisdiction. The court held that a defendant appealing a qualified-immunity

denial must accept the plaintiff's version of the facts and may only raise pure legal questions; because

the defendant officer's arguments instead disputed the district court's factual determinations regarding

genuine issues of material fact, the court had no jurisdiction. The underlying § 1983 claims involved

suppression of exculpatory evidence (Brady violations), an unduly suggestive eyewitness

identification procedure, fabrication of inculpatory evidence, malicious prosecution, and destruction of

exculpatory evidence.
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Interlocutory appeal from the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Ohio at Dayton, denying defendant's motion for

summary judgment on qualified immunity grounds.

Appellate jurisdiction over denial of qualified immunity is limited to
legal issues; factual disputes are not reviewable. The court must accept
the plaintiff's version of facts and review only whether the legal norms

allegedly violated were clearly established.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court has appellate jurisdiction over Moore's interlocutory appeal from the denial of
qualified immunity, given that Moore's arguments challenge the district court's factual determinations

rather than raising purely legal questions.

HOLDINGS

1. The court lacks jurisdiction because Moore's appeal is based on factual disputes and he fails to concede

the plaintiff's version of the facts, which are crucial to his appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Moore fails to abide by the basic, mandatory jurisdictional requirements governing appeals from

denials of qualified immunity, we DISMISS the case for lack of jurisdiction.” (at 2)

“We have jurisdiction only to the extent that the defendant 'limit[s] his argument to questions of law premised
on facts taken in the light most favorable to the plaintiff.'” (at 7-8)

“Moore's failure to comply with the basic requirements of an appeal from a denial of qualified immunity

means that we do not have jurisdiction over his appeal.” (at 10)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In 1988, twin sisters were abducted and sexually assaulted in Miami Township, Ohio. Detective Matthew Moore
was assigned to investigate. Moore conducted photo lineups that were unduly suggestive, suppressed
exculpatory supplemental reports from earlier detectives who had ruled out Gillispie as a suspect, fabricated
inculpatory evidence, and assisted in the malicious prosecution of Gillispie. Gillispie was convicted, spent over

20 years in prison, and his convictions were later vacated due to Brady violations and actual innocence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Gillispie filed a § 1983 suit against Moore alleging suppression of exculpatory evidence, suggestive
identification, fabrication of evidence, malicious prosecution, and destruction of evidence. The district court
denied Moore's motion for summary judgment based on qualified immunity, finding genuine disputes of material

fact. Moore appealed.
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