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SUMMARY

The Fourth Court of Appeals of Texas determined that appellant Bradley D. Winters timely filed his
notice of appeal because a timely request for findings of fact extended the appellate timetable. The
court retained the appeal, reinstated appellate deadlines, and ordered appellant to file his brief by July
20, 2016.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The court ordered the appellant to show cause why his appeal should
not be dismissed for lack of jurisdiction because of a possible untimely
notice of appeal. After considering his response, the court retained the
appeal and reinstated the appellate deadlines.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appellant's request for findings of fact extended the appellate timetable under Texas Rule of
Civil Procedure 296 and Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 26.1(a).



2. Whether the appellant's notice of appeal was timely and whether the appeal should be dismissed for lack
of jurisdiction.

HOLDINGS

1. Because the appellant timely filed a request for findings of fact, the appellate timetable was extended
under Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 296 and Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 26.1(a).

2. The appeal was not subject to dismissal for lack of jurisdiction because the notice of appeal was timely;
the court retained the appeal and reinstated appellate deadlines.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because appellant’s request for findings of facts was timely filed, appellant’s notice of appeal was also
timely filed.”

“Accordingly, we retain this appeal on the docket of the Court and reinstate appellate deadlines.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appeal involved a child-protection or family-law matter concerning S.A.W., a child. The appellate court's
jurisdictional inquiry focused on the timeliness of appellant Bradley D. Winters's notice of appeal. Winters stated
that he had timely requested findings of fact, thereby extending the appellate timetable.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal arose from the 216th Judicial District Court of Gillespie County, Texas, trial court cause number
12167. The appellate court issued a June 6, 2016 show-cause order concerning appellate jurisdiction. The
appellant responded that he timely filed a request for findings of fact, which extended the appellate timetable.
The court accepted that explanation, retained the appeal on its docket, reinstated appellate deadlines, and ordered
the appellant to file his brief by July 20, 2016.
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