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SUMMARY

The Appellate Division, Third Department affirmed an order terminating the mother's parental rights
after finding that she permanently neglected her child. The court held that termination, rather than a
suspended judgment, was in the child's best interests given the mother's continued substance-abuse
issues, inconsistent visitation, and lack of meaningful progress toward reunification.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Beatriz LL. appealed from a Family Court order that adjudicated her
child permanently neglected and terminated her parental rights. On
appeal, she argued that Family Court should have entered a suspended
judgment instead of terminating her parental rights.

STANDARD OF REVIEW A dispositional determination following an adjudication of permanent
neglect is reviewed to determine whether it is supported by a sound
and substantial basis in the record.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Family Court abused its discretion or otherwise erred by terminating the mother's parental
rights rather than entering a suspended judgment after an adjudication of permanent neglect.

2. Whether termination of parental rights was supported by the child's best interests and a sound and
substantial basis in the record.

HOLDINGS

1. The sole concern at the dispositional hearing is the best interests of the child, and no particular
disposition, including returning the child to the parent, is presumed to serve those interests.

2. A suspended judgment is appropriate only when the parent has made significant progress such that a
brief grace period could demonstrate the parent's ability to be fit, and the delay is consistent with the
child's best interests.

3. Family Court properly determined that the child's best interests were served by terminating the mother's
parental rights rather than issuing a suspended judgment.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Following an adjudication of permanent neglect, the sole concern at a dispositional hearing is the best
interests of the child, and there is no presumption that any particular disposition, including the return of a
child to a parent, promotes such interests” (*1)

“While the court may decide to issue a suspended judgment rather than terminating parental rights, a
suspended judgment is only appropriate where a parent has made significant progress such that a brief grace
period would allow him or her to demonstrate the ability to be a fit parent, and such delay is consistent with
the child's best interests” (*1-*2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The child, born in 2019 and diagnosed with autism and other developmental delays, was removed from the
mother's care in May 2023 after the mother was found asleep in a vehicle with the child and tested positive for
alcohol and cocaine. The mother consented to a neglect finding based on alcohol impairment, but she did not
successfully complete or meaningfully engage in substance-abuse treatment. By the February 2025 dispositional
hearing, she was not enrolled in treatment, had been inconsistent with visitation, had not seen the child since
December 2024, and had made no significant progress toward reunification. The child had developed a strong
bond with foster parents who provided a structured and supportive environment and were willing to adopt him.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After the child was removed from the mother's care and placed in foster care, the mother consented to a finding
of neglect based on alcohol impairment. The Ulster County Department of Social Services commenced a
permanent-neglect proceeding in August 2024. Following fact-finding and dispositional hearings, Family Court
found permanent neglect, determined that termination rather than a suspended judgment served the child's best



interests, and entered an order terminating the mother's parental rights on March 12, 2025. The Appellate
Division affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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